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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICE, 

8,  OSWALD  ROAD, 

OSWESTRY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 

JULY,  1948. 


To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Councils  comprising  the  North 

West  Health  Districts  of  Salop. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1947  which  is  compiled 
in  accordance  with  Circular  170/47  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  dated  December 
31st,  1947. 

This  report  inaugurates  an  innovation  for  your  districts.  In  the  past  a 
separate  report  has  been  made  to  each  Council,  seven  copies  in  all.  It  would  be 
my  20th  report  to  the  Oswestry  Borough  and  Rural  District  Councils,  my  10th  to 
the  Ellesmere  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils  and  my  6th  to  the  Wem  Rural 
District  Council. 

On  this  occasion,  with  your  approval,  it  is  a  combined  report,  and  I  trust 
that  you  will  think  it  a  move  for  the  better  and  that  you  will  find  in  it  matter  both 
interesting  and  informative.  The  chief  advantages  as  I  see  them  are  that  it  saves 
much  repetition  which  is  inevitable  in  a  multiplicity  of  reports  on  the  same  subject, 
and  that  in  dealing  with  larger  figures  a  much  more  reliable  picture  is  obtained 
of  the  state  of  the  public  health  of  the  district.  The  individual  figures  for  each 
district  will  still  be  shown  separately  so  it  will  be  possible  to  see  how  each  is  doing, 
and  the  index  will  enable  any  particular  item  to  be  found  with  ease. 

The  two  subjects  which  have  perhaps  received  most  public  notice  during  the 
year  are  those  of  the  care  of  the  aged  and  the  prevention  of  food  infections. 

It  is,  of  course,  not  uncommon  to  find  healthy  old  people,  but  there  could 
be  more  if  there  was  more  and  better  provision  for  their  care.  For  those  who 
are  ailing  there  is  less  accommodation  than  there  used  to  be  before  1919,  for 
since  County  Councils  converted  poor  law  Infirmaries  into  general  hospitals  they 
reduced  the  number  of  beds  available  for  the  aged  sick.  It  must  be  admitted 
that  often  old  people  themselves  cause  the  chief  obstruction  to  their  proper  care. 
Some  of  the  most  anxious  and  pathetic  prob4ems  of  the  Health  Department  are 
caused  by  old  persons  living  by  themselves,  too  old  and  decrepit  to  look  after 
themselves,  existing  under  conditions  of  dirt  and  squalor  and  unable  to  procure 
and  prepare  proper  food,  who  resolutely  refuse  to  remove  to  an  institution,  and 
some  of  the  heartiest  cursings  I  have  received  have  beep  from  old  ladies  who  have 
resented  my  efforts  to  help  them.  Sometimes  means  are  found  to  have  them 
removed,  but  on  occasions  their  reluctance  to  move  from  their  home  has  had  fatal 
results.  It  is  possible  that  if  there  were  available  homes  of  the  right  type  and 
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atmosphere  then  this  prejudice  against  removal  might  be  overcome,  and  more 
old  people  would  pass  their  closing  years  in  happy  and  congenial  surroundings. 

Much  consideration  has  been  given  in  recent  years  to  the  right  sort  of  home 
or  hostel  that  would  commend  itself  to  the  old  folk.  The  Nuffield  Committee 
issued  a  report  during  the  year  with  suggestions  of  how  to  deal  with  the  problem 
and  many  public  discussions  have  taken  place  on  this  subject.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  10%  of  new  houses  should  be  allotted  to  old  people,  but  the 
clamant  demand  from  young  married  people,  ex-service  men  and  the  many  families 
living  under  overcrowded  or  insanitary  conditions  makes  the  attainment  of  this 
remote  until  there  has  been  considerable  easing  of  the  present  dire  housing 
situation.  The  National  Assistance  Bill,  1948,  imposes  the  duty  of  providing 
residential  accommodation  for  persons  who  by  means  of  age,  infirmity,  or  other 
circumstances  are  in  need  of  care  and  attention,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
accommodation  other  than  that  to  be  found  in  ex-public  assistance  institutions 
will  be  provided  by  the  Local  Authority,  otherwise  there  will  be  no  solution  to 
the  problem,  for  such  places  would  be  no  more  attractive  to  old  people  than  at 
present,  whatever  fancy  name  they  may  be  given.  There  may  be  a  tidying  up  of 
administration  but  it  requires  more  than  that  to  deal  with  human  problems. 
Interest  in  this  subject  has  not  been  active  in  the  past  and  little  has  been  achieved 
but  there  now  seems  a  better  prospect  in  the  future  that  the  aged,  who  as  long 
as  mankind  is  subject  to  decline  and  decay,  will  require  special  care,  will  be 
able  to  give  their  best  to  society  for  a  longer  period  and  enjoy  their  declining  years. 

FOOD  INFECTIONS. 

The  importance  of  the  prevention  of  infections  through  food  and  drink  has 
received  increasing  emphasis  during  the  year,  and  I  attended  the  Conference 
organised  in  London  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  which  was 
sponsored  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  when  the  various  aspects  of  a  subject  of 
considerable  concern  to  everyone  was  dealt  with  by  experts.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  a  series  of  lectures  were  given  throughout  the  district  on  this  subject  to  food 
handlers  and  those  connected  with  the  preparation  of  food. 

It  is  well  that  there  should  be  a  realisation  by  the  public  of  the  possibility  of 
infection  from  food  when  insufficient  care  is  taken  in  its  handling,  preparation 
and  storage.  The  risk  is  present  in  the  home  as  well  as  in  the  restaurant  and 
canteen,  as  shown  by  the  many  cases  of  food  poisoning  which  came  to  light  during 
the  year,  and  if  outbreaks  of  illness  which  can  be  serious,  and  are  always  incon¬ 
venient,  are  to  be  avoided  the  housewife  must  look  to  the  domestic  kitchen,  and 
there  must  be  a  strong  public  demand  for  the  highest  standard  of  cleanliness  in  all 
places  where  they  obtain  their  food,  and  restaurant  proprietors  and  their  staff 
must  be  alive  to  their  duty  to  the  public  in  maintaining  the  utmost  cleanliness  in 
premises,  staff  and  equipment.  A  matter  which  is  not  sufficiently  appreciated  is 
the  necessity  that  all  those  who  are  connected  with  food  should  have  a  clean  bill 
of  health.  There  is  a  great  risk  of  germs  being  introduced  from  wounds  on  the 
hands  or  from  septic  places  on  the  face  or  elsewhere  which  could  be  touched  by 
the  hands,  similarly  those  suffering  from  sore,  throats,  colds  or  diarrhoea 
can  introduce  germs  which  could  cause  the  gravest  symptoms  if  food  was  con¬ 
taminated  by  them,  while  flies,  rats  and  mice  may  be  a  deadly  source  of  infection 
and  should  be  totally  eliminated  from  all  food  premises  and  kitchens.  The 
importance  of  the  frequent  and  careful  washing  of  the  hands  cannot  be  too  strongly 
insisted  upon.  If  the  public  were  to  avoid  restaurants  and  shops  where  there  was 
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evidence  of  flies,  which  can  so  easily  be  kept  down  by  attention  to  hygiene  and 
the  use  of  a  D.D.T.  Spray,  and  be  on  its  guard  against  such  evidence  of  careless¬ 
ness  as  lipstick  on  the  cup  and  debris  between  the  prongs  of  the  fork,  there  would 
be  an  added  stimulus  to  managers  to  attain  perfection  in  their  premises. 

HOUSING. 

One  approaches  this  subject  with  some  hesitancy.  The  year  has  been  so  full 
of  frustration  and  disappointment  for  those  who  had  hoped  that  they  might  see 
the  end  of  the  unhappy  and  unhealthy  conditions  under  which  they  had  existed 
so  long,  but  as  delays  in  houses  going  up  occurred  and  successive  restrictions  were 
imposed  hope  died  and  in  some  cases  desperation  brought  about  the  squatter 
problem  which  faces  several  of  the  districts.  Legally  wrong  and  frowned  on  by 
many  from  the  ethical  point  of  view,  the  temptation  of  solving  their  problem  by 
occupying  habitations  which  they  had  seen  lying  empty  or  unused  for  a  long 
period  was  too  much  for  some  harassed  wives  and  mothers,  who  were  faced  with 
the  almost  certainty  of  their  children  growing  up  with  no  home  of  their  own  and 
under  conditions  disastrous  to  health  and  morals;  often  their  mother  or  mother-in- 
law  seeing  others  occupying  the  condemned  houses  or  service  huts  would  in  their 
exasperation  turn  them  out  while  the  accommodation  was  still  there.  But  they 
set  the  Health  Authorities  problems,  for  proper  services  were  often  lacking,  the 
water  supplies  and  drainage  systems  had  in  some  cases  been  cut  off  or  allowed  to 
get  into  a  state  of  neglect,  and  where  the  lavatories  were  in  order  they  were 
communal;  but  facts  are  being  faced,  services  have  been  renewed  in  condemned 
houses  and  camps  occupied  by  squatters  have  been  and  are  being  taken  over  by 
the  Ministrty  of  Health  and  administered  on  their  behalf  by  the  Local  Authorities 
and  at  comparatively  small  cost  temporary  accommodation  will  be  made  available 
which  will  go  towards  a  short  term  solution  of  the  housing  problem,  and  families 
who  otherwise  would  not  be  adequately  re-housed  for  years  will  at  least  have 
tolerable  accommodation.  The  present  restrictions  of  the  building  of  houses  to 
miners  and  farm  workers  prolongs  still  further  the  period  under  which  many 
families  must  live  under  conditions  dangerous  to  health,  and  a  reasonable  way 
of  combating  a  state  of  affairs  which  may  have  serious  consequences,  would  be 
for  houses  which  were  started  before  the  restriction  came  into  force  and  have  yet 
to  be  let,  to  be  allotted  to  families  other  than  miners  or  farm  workers. 

The  Housing  Surveys  in  the  Rural  Districts  have  provided  much  useful 
information  of  the  conditions  of  the  houses  in  those  districts,  and  in  these  and 
in  the  Urban  Districts  it  is  of  importance,  both  for  the  sake  of  the  occupiers  and 
to  prevent  further  deterioration  of  the  houses,  that  every  possible  step  should  be 
taken  to  have  the  necessary  repairs  carried  out. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  Surveyors  for  much  of  the 
information  in  this  report  and  for  their  co-operation  and  for  that  of  other  officials 
during  the  year,  for  which  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


L.  WILSON  EVANS. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 


The  following  are  the  general  statistics  for  the  different  districts  in  the  area 

ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1206 

Population  figure  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  1917 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1947  604 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £10,450 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £43 

OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2180 

Population  Figure  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  11030 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1947  2982 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £79,871 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £313 

« 

WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  905 

Population  Figure  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  2202 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1947  662 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £11,873 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £48 

WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5996 

Population  figure  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  6526 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1947  1924 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £39,333 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £154 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  ...  ...  5 1 1 1 7 

Population  figure  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  6893 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  19.47  ...  ...  ...  *830 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £29,175 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  £120 

OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61527 

Population  figure  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  17230 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1947  4387 

Rateable  Value  ...  .  ...  ...  ...  £73,117 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £296/15/1 

WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Area  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ■  ...  ...  ...  60417 

Population  given  by  Registrar  General  ...  ...  ...  ...  10510 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  book  at  end  of  1947  2905 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £46,067 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £193/12/- 

NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS. 

Area  of  whole  district  in  acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ....  183,348 

Population  of  whole  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56,308 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR  THE 

YEAR 

1947. 

Live  Births. 

Male. 

'-1  emale 

Total. 

Legitimate 

i? 

21 

58 

Illegitimate 

A 

-• 

4 

21 

21 

42 

Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

21.9 

Deaths. 

Male. 

F  emale. 

Total. 

15 

22 

37 

Death  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

19-3 

Still  Births. 

Male 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2 

i 

3 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

- 

i 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population 

- 

i. 56 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1946  .. 

6 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age  per 

iooo  births 

•  M3 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 
From  other  causes 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  per  1000  births 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Male. 

Female. 

T  otal . 

Deaths  from 

Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ellesmere  Urban. 

The  high  death  rate  at  first  appears  rather  alarming,  for  it  is  considerably 
higher  than  the  average,  and  one  exceptionally  adverse  figure,  that  for  infant 
mortality,  has  had  its  effect  on  the  total  number  of  deaths,  but  the  high  figure  is 
largely  accounted  for  by  the  concentration  of  old  people  in  two  hostels  which 
hev  been  recently  established  in  the  Town.  Eight,  or  a  quarter  of  the  deaths, 
occurred  among  the  inmates  of  these  hostels  at  an  average  of  86. 

The  figures  for  those  who  survived  the  first  days  of  life  show  that  the  popula¬ 
tion  is  a  long  lived  one,  the  age  of  75.5%  of  those  who  died  was  over  75  years, 
84%  of  the  women  were  over  75  years.  There  was  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
of  5,  but  this  was  cancelled  out  by  the  six  infant  deaths.  All  these  babies  died 
soon  after  birth,  four  of  them  within  a  few  hours,  an  indication  of  unsatisfactory 
conditions  before  birth  affecting  adversely  the  health  of  the  mother.  In  the  other 
two  cases  which  died  at  2  weeks  and  4  weeks,  both  died  from  respiratory  infections 
often  associated  with  bad  conditions  in  the  home. 


OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

128 

102 

230 

Illegitimate 

8 

5 

13 

Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

136 

107 

243 

22.0 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Death  Rate  per  iooo  Population  (Civilian) 

57 

84 

14 1 

12.8 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3  ' 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

6 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  ... 

•54 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during 

1947  ... 

7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age  per 

1000  births  . . . 

29 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 


From  Sepsis 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births 

Nil 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Oswestry  Borough. 

The  Vital  Statistics  were  good,  all  the  figures  showing  an  increase  or  decrease 
in  the  right  direction,  except  for  deaths,  which  showed  an  increase  among  the 
female  population.  The  births  show  a  big  jump  on  the  high  figures  of  the  previous 
year.  The  total  was  230,  showing  a  birth  rate  of  22.0  as  compared  with  173  and 
17.8  in  1946.  The  infant  mortality  figure  was  well  below  the  average,  the  7 
infant  deaths  being  4  less  than  last  year. 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ... 

19 

23 

42 

Illegitimate 

2 

4 

6 

21 

27 

48 

Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

21.8 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

22 

19 

4i 

Death  Rate  per  iooo  population  (Civilian) 

19.0 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3 

• — 

3 

Illegitimate 

- - 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  iooo  population 

i-3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  w 

ho  died  during  1947  ... 

1 

Deaths  of  infants  under  i  year  of  age  per 

1000  births  , 

21 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  tooo  births 

Nil 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Weni  Urban. 

The  high  death  rate  noted  last  year  is  only  slightly  less  this  year,  but  this  is 
balanced  to  some  extent  by  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  births,  so 
that  this  year  there  was  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  showing  a  natural  increase 
in  the  population  of  7  as  against  the  decrease  of  5  last  year.  There  is  a  gratifying 
reduction  in  the  infant  deaths,  only  one  child  under  one  year  of  age  dying,  com¬ 
pared  with  four  last  year. 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Live  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male. 

69 

5 

Female. 

69 

4 

Total. 

138 

9 

74 

73 

147 

Birth  Rate  per  tooo  population  (Civilian) 

22.5 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

Male. 

37 

Female. 

36 

11. 2 

Total. 

73 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Male 

*  *  \ 

Female. 

1 

Total. 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

,  .  . 

•15 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 


Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during  1947  ...  4 


Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per 

1000  births  . 

27 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis 

Nil 

From  other  causes 

... 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births 

Nil 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Whitchurch  Urban. 

The  vital  statistics  as  far  as  they  are  an  indication  of  the  health  of  the  Town, 
show  quite  a  happy  state  of  affairs,  increases  and  decreases  in  the  right  places. 
The  estimated  population  is  60  more  than  last  year,  there  were  5  more  births  than 
a  year  ago,  when  the  number  was  already  considerably  higher  than  the  average, 
the  total  number  of  deaths  fell  from  97  to  73,  and  the  number  of  infants  who 
failed  to  survive  their  first  year  was  half  last  year’s  total  of  8.  It  is  again  gratify¬ 
ing  to  record  that  no  mother  lost  her  life  as  a  result  of  childbirth. 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Live  Births. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

77 

75 

152 

illegitimate 

6 

5 

11 

80 

163 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

23.8 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

40 

43 

83 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

12.5 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2 

— 

2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— . 

2 

— 

2 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

.21 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during  1947  ...  3 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  Consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  ...  ...  ...  6.1 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ... 
Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 


Male . 

Female. 

Total 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ellesmere  Rural. 

The  vital  statistics  as  shown  by  the  number  of  births,  deaths  and  infant 
mortality  figures  are  exceedingly  favourable,  although  the  Registrar  General’s 
estimate  of  the  population  shows  a  decrease  of  35  on  last  year,  there  was  a  natural 
increase  of  births  over  deaths  of  77.  The  births  showed  an  increase  of  47  over 
last  year  and  the  deaths  were  15  less.  The  number  of  infants  who  died  in  the  first 
year  of  life  was  3  compared  with  8  last  year;  the  infant  mortality  rate  of  18  is 
exceptionally  low. 
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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

FOR 

THE  YEAR 

1947. 

Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

161 

162 

323 

Illegitimate 

11 

7 

18 

172 

169 

34i 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

19.8 

Deaths. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

104 

114 

218 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

12.7 

Still  Births. 

Male . 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

— 

2 

2 

5 

4 

* 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

•52 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  i  year  of  age  who  died  during  1947  ...  14 


Death  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births  ...  ...  41 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  consequence  of  Childbirth. 

From  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

From  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000  births  .  .  ...  ...  2.9 


Male.  Female.  Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  1  —  1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  —  —  — 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  —  2  2 


Oswestry  Rural. 

The  estimated  population  for  the  year  gives  an  increase  of  140,  while  the 
natural  increase  of  births  over  deaths  is  123.  There  were  32  more  births  than  last 
year  but  the  deaths  also  showed  an  increase  of  16.  The  infant  mortality  figure, 
though  higher  than  last  year,  is  still  well  below  the  average  rate  for  the  country  as 
a  whole. 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1947. 


Live  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

98 

118 

216 

Illegitimate 

4 

6 

10 

102 

124 

226 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

... 

21-5 

Deaths. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

59 

60 

119 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (Civilian) 

11  -3 

Still  Births. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

...  1 

- - 

1 

3 

1 

4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  population 

•38 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age. 

Number  of  children  under  1  year  of  age  who  died  durin 

g  1947  ••• 

13 

Number  of  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1000  births 

58 

Number  of  Women  Dying  in  consequence 

of  Childbirth 

From  Sepsis 

...  ...  .  , 

.  Nil 

From  other  causes 

.  ♦  •  ,  ,  ,  ,  , 

•  •  .  • 

2 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1000 

births 

8.9 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  ...  1  —  1 

Wem  Rural. 

The  population  increased  by  640  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar 
General,  while  the  natural  increases  of  births  over  deaths  was  107.  The  births 
were  41  more  than  last  year  and  the  deaths  two  fewer;  five  more  infants  died 
during  the  first  year  of  life.  Eleven  of  the  13  infants  died  within  a  few  hours  of 
birth,  most  of  them  occurring  in  hospitals  and  nursing  homes,  so  their  deaths 
cannot  be  attributed  to  adverse  conditions  in  the  home  at  the  time  of  birth.  In 
recent  years  a  greater  proportion  of  deaths  of  infants  occurs  soon  after  birth, 
which  suggests  that  the  greatest  risk  to  a  baby’s  life  exists  before  it  is  born. 
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BIRTHS:  DEATHS:  STILL  BIRTHS:  INFANT  MORTALITY: 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY  FOR  THE  SEVEN  DISTRICTS  COMBINED. 


DISTRICT 

Total 

Births 

*  B  irth 
Rate 

T  otal 
Dths . 

*Death 

Rate 

Still 

Births 

*Still 

Birth 

Rate 

In¬ 

fant 

Dths. 

In¬ 

fant] 

Mort. 

Mat¬ 

ernal 

Dths. 

ELLESMERE 

U.D. 

42 

21.9 

37 

19.3 

3 

1.56 

6 

143 

Nil 

OSWESTRY 

M.B. 

243 

22.0 

141 

12.8 

0 

.54 

7 

29 

Nil 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

48 

21.8 

41 

19.0 

3 

1.3 

1 

21 

Nil 

WHITCHURCH 

U.D. 

138 

22.5 

73 

11.2 

1 

.15 

4 

27 

Nil 

ALL  'URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

j  471 

|  21.7 

292 

|  13.5 

13 

.6 

18 

38 

Nil 

ELLESMERE 

R.D. 

103 

23.8 

83 

12.5 

2 

.21 

3 

18 

1 

OSWESTRY 

R.D. 

341 

19.8 

218 

12.7 

9 

.52 

14 

41 

1 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

226 

21.5 

119 

11.3 

4 

.38 

13 

58 

2 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

730 

21.1 

420 

12.1 

15 

.43 

30 

41 

4 

WHOLE  N.W. 
SHROPSHIRE 

1201 

21.3 

712 

12.3 

28 

.49 

48 

40 

4 

ENGLAND  & 
WALES 

t - 

20.5 

12.0 

.5 

41 

*Rate  per  1000  Civilian  Population. 

| Rate  per  1000  Births  (Live). 

JRate  per  1000  Births  (Live  and  Still). 


Mat¬ 

ernal 

Mort. 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


0.1 


2:9 


8.9 


5.3 


3.2 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1947. 


C  A  USE 

Elles¬ 

mere 

U.D. 

Os¬ 

westry 

M.B. 

Wem 

U.D. 

|  Whit- 
|  church 
\  U.D. 

i 

Elles¬ 

mere 

R.D. 

Os¬ 

westry 

R.D. 

1 

)  I L  em 

R.D. 

1  N- 
|  West 

|  Dist. 

i 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

■ — • 

— - 

1 

■ — • 

I 

— 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  Pulmonary 

1 

5 

1 

• — 

9 

MJ 

3 

1 

13 

Tuberculosis — Other  forms 

■ — 

• — 

1 

— - 

9 

2 

— 

5 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— - 

- — • 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Measles 

- — 

■ — - 

— - 

— 

- — 

1 

— 

1 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio- 
enceph. 

— - 

■ — 

— 

— 

— • 

1 

— 

1 

Ac.  Inf.  enceph. 

— 

— 

— ■ 

- — - 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

3 

24 

5 

7 

16 

28 

22 

105 

Diabetes 

■ — 

1 

- — - 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

Intra-cranial  Vase.  Lesions 

4 

22 

8 

10 

29 

14 

95 

Heart  Disease 

10 

39 

10 

18 

25 

71 

31 

204 

Other  diseases  of  Circ.  System 

3 

5 

— 

2 

3 

9 

4 

26 

Bronchitis  ... 

2 

9 

o 

o 

7 

2 

6 

5 

34 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

9 

1 

3 

4 

6 

4 

30 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

— - 

1 

- — - 

2 

1 

5 

1 

10 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  Duodenum 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea  under  2  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Appendicitis 

— - 

- — - 

• — 

— • 

- — - 

1 

— 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

• — - 

4 

2 

1 

1 

— 

2 

10 

Nephritis 

1 

6 

2 

6 

— 

8 

3 

26 

Puer.  and  Post-abort  Sepsis  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

- — 

— • 

— 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— - 

- — 

— 

- — - 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Premature  Birth 

3 

1 

1 

— - 

1 

5 

8 

19 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Injuries.  Infant 
Diseases 

I 

2 

— 

4 

— ■ 

5 

3 

15 

Suicide 

— 

1 

1 

• — - 

1 

5 

2 

10 

Road  Traffic 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

7 

Other  Violence 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

6 

5 

19 

Ah  other  causes 

2 

5 

5 

11 

10 

15 

10 

58 

TOTAL  ... 

37 

141 

41 

73  | 

83 

218 

119  | 

712 
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CANCER. 


District. 

Deaths. 

Total. 

Rate  per 

IOOO 

Population. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

M. 

i 

F. 

2 

3 

2-5 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

...  8 

16 

24 

2.1 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

2 

3 

5 

2-7 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

•••  5 

2 

7 

I .  I 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

...  1 6 

23 

39 

i.8 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

...  9 

7 

16 

2-3 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

...  1 6 

12 

28 

i  .6 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

...  12 

IO 

22 

2.1 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

...  M 

29 

66 

1.9 

WHOLE  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

•••  53 

52 

io5 

1.9 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 
AGE  DISTRIBUTION. 


DISTRICT 

Under 

1 

day 

1—7 

days 

7  days 
to  1 
month 

1—3 

mths. 

3—6 

mths. 

6—9 

mths. 

9—12 

mths. 

Total 

Com¬ 

bined 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

1 

— 

1 

3 

—  1 

—  — 

— .  . — . 

—  . — . 

—  - — - 

2  4 

6 

OSWESTRY  M.B. 

—  — - 

2 

1 

2  — 

—  — 

1 

■ — • 

—  — . 

1 

5 

2 

7 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

—  - — 

1 

— 

— .  — 

—  — 

— 

- — ■ 

■ — •  — 

— .  . — . 

1  — 

1 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

—  1 

1 

1 

—  — 

1 

— - 

— .  — 

— -  ■ — 

— .  — 

2 

2 

4 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

1 

1 

5 

5 

2  1 

1 

■ — 

1  — 

—  — 

1 

10 

8 

18 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

- — - 

— 

- — - 

- — 

2 

1  — 

- — - 

— 

—  — 

— -  — 

1 

2 

3 

OSWESTRY  R.D. 

2 

— - 

4 

2 

—  I 

— 

1 

— - 

3 

—  1 

— .  — 

6 

8 

14 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

2  3 

- — - 

3 

2  — 

2 

— 

— - 

1 

— •  — ■ 

—  — 

6 

7 

13 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

4 

3 

4 

5 

2  3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

— •  — 

13 

17 

30 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH 
WEST  SHROPSHIRE 

5 

4 

9 

10 

4  4 

4 

1 

1 

4 

1 

—  1 

1 23 

25 

48 

20 


NEO-MORTALITY 


District. 

Deaths  of  Infants 
under  j  month. 

Rate  per 
rooo  Births. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

M.  F. 

2  4 

Total . 

6 

143 

OSWESTRY  M  B.  ... 

4  1 

5 

21 

WEM  U.D.  ... 

1  — - 

1 

21 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

1  2 

3 

20 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS 

■8  7 

15 

3  2 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

2 

2 

12 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

6  3 

9 

26 

WEM  R.D.  ... 

4  6 

10 

45 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS 

10  11 

21 

29 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST  SHROPSHIRE  ... 

18  18 

36 

30 

NOTIFICATION  OF 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

ELLESMERE  URBAN 

DISTRICT. 

Scarlet 

Whooping 

Ophthalmia 

Ages,  etc.  Fever. 

Measles. 

Cough. 

Neonatorum. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M 

F. 

M.  F. 

0 —  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  1 

1 —  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

3—  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

— 

1  — 

1 

—  — 

5—  ...  ...  ...  —  T 

— 

—  1 

— 

—  — 

TO -  ...  ...  ...  2  - 

— 

-  - 

— 

-  - 

15—  ...  ...  ...  —  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

25  and  over  ...  ...  —  — 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

Age  not  known  ...  —  — 

— - 

-  - 

— 

—  — 

Total  ...  ...2  3  —  i  i  i  —  i 


OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 


6 

z 

8 

Scarlet  Fever. 

Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

\ 

Pneumonia. 

Erysipelas. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

Ac.  Polio¬ 
myelitis. 

T3 

'3 

X! 

a 

&  sn 

I  5- 

ca  <l> 

*-!  > 
ctf  <U 

CL  U. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 — 

— 

— 

23 

23 

1 

2 

— 

3— 

1 

— 

22 

27 

— 

5— 

3 

1 

5* 

45 

1 

1 

2  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

T 

• — 

1 

— 

10 — 

4 

5 

2 

8 

— 

* - 

r5 — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

25— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

1  1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and 

Over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2  1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age 

not 

known 

— 

— 

7 

5 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

8 

7 

1 10 

I  TO 

2 

3 

8  6 

1 

1 

— 

3 

I 

3 

1 

— 

There  was  also  one  case  of  Cerebro-spinal  Fever  notified  in  a  female  in  the  age 
group  15-25  years. 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Ages, 

etc. 


3 — 

5 — 

1  o — 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65  and 
over 
Age  not 
known 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

M.  F. 


Measles.  Whooping 
Cough. 


Ophthalmia 
Pneumonia.  Neon¬ 
atorum. 


Puerperal 

Pvrexia. 

■j 


M.  F.  M.  F. 


1 


1 


Total  ...  1  —  3  —  13  13  —  1  1  —  —  1 


WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Acu  Le 

Ages,  Scarlet  Measles.  Whooping  Pneumonia.  Polio- 

etc.  Fever.  Cough.  myelitis 


M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

I  — 

— 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1 

— 

6 

3 

— 

0 

2 

2 

— 

— 

IC - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*5— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

‘ - 

25— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 

.  ,  ,  - 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

'  — 

65  and 
over 

Age  not 
known 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

10 

11 

1 

2 

5 

3 

1 

— 

ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Q 

U 


C/3 

q 

6c 


< 


V 

> 

<v 

U. 


o 

CO 


an 

V 

s 

cd 

O 

s 


>. 

rS 


«  E 

I  § 

•C  “ 

w  c 

”3 

Polio 

litis. 

-5  0 

G  0 

5  Si 

.  V 
0  >> 

oz 

CL.  0. 

<  £ 

3— 

5 — 

1  o — 

15— 

25— 

45— 

65  and 
over 
Total 


M.  F. 


1* 


I  2  T3  17  T 


T  I  -  I  -  II* 


*The  1  case  of  Diphtheria  was  in  a  non-civilian. 
1  case  of  Food  Poisonoing  also  was  notified. 
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'Diphtheria. 


OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


In  point  of  numbers  Measles  was  the  most  troublesome  disease  during  the 

year.  The  districts  to  be  worst  affected  were  Oswestry  Urban  and  Rural  areas 

and  to  a  less  extent  Ellesmere  and  Wem  Rural  Districts,  but  it  was  of  a  mild  form 

and  there  was  only  one  death  in  the  581  cases.  Among  the  other  diseases 

Pneumonia  exceeded  the  average  in  some  districts,  but  this  is  a  disease  where  the 

notification  figures  are  unreadable,  for  it  is  one  about  which  the  doctors’  memory 

are  particularly  capricious.  For  instance,  in  Oswestry  there  were  14  cases  notified 

and  nine  deaths,  which  would  indicate  a  very  high  death  rate  and  quite  out  of 

keeping  with  modern  methods  of  treatment,  and  in  point  of  fact  out  of  the 

* 

notified  cases  one  case  only  died. 

The  disease  which  caused  the  most  anxiety  in  your  district,  as  tthroughout 
the  country,  was  Anterior  Poliomyelitis,  or  Infantile  Paralysis,  but  fortunately  it 
did  not  assume  serious  proportions.  Of  the  total  of  10,  4  occurred  in  Oswestry 
Borough,  2  each  in  Oswestry  and  Wem -Rural  Districts,  and  1  each  in  Ellesmere 
Rural  District  and  Whitchurch. 

The  cases  were  distributed  over  the  last  5  months  of  the  year. 


July  Aug. 


iVges.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

!-3  —  —  —  — 

3-5  i 

5-io  —  —  —  i 

10-15  —  —  —  — 

15-25  1  —  —  — 

25-45  —  —  —  1 


Totals  1  —  12 


Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 
_  _  _  —  1  — 

—  1  —  —  —  2 


1  2  —  11  2 


Dec.  Total.  Deaths. 


M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 

—  —  11  —  1 

—  —  4  7  —  2 


There  was  one  case  where  direct  contact  took  place  when  the  first  case  was 
in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  second  case  was 
infected  from  the  first.  She  showed  the  first  symptoms  6  days  after  contact. 
Unfortunately  she  developed  an  acute  form  of  the  disease  and  died  within  48  hours. 
There  was  one  other  death,  a  girl  1 1  years,  who  died  4  months  after  the  onset 
of  the  disease.  In  this  case  the  paralysis  developed  very  quickly  and  was 
extensive.  Two  cases  probably  contracted  the  disease  before  coming  into  the 
district,  in  two  cases  the  patients  had  been  recently  visiting  holiday  resorts,  but 
were  at  farms  and  three  were  in  houses  in  very  isolated  situations  with  little 
outside  contact  except  in  school.  One  case  occurred  in  a  girls  boarding  school 
where  there  had  been  a  number  of  cases  of  mild  illness  of  the  influenza  type, 
but  in  no  other  girl  was  there  a  recognised  case  of  the  disease. 

Among  the  surviving  cases,  one  had  serious  and  prolonged  paralysis  of  the 
lower  limbs,  in  two  there  was  little  or  no  after  effect,  and  in  the  other  six 
after  periods  varying  from  6  to  10  months  after  there  was  some  disability  of  an 
arm  or  leg. 
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FOOD  POSIONING. 


There  were  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  Oswestry  Borough  and  Ellesmere  Rural 
District. 

Oswestry  Borough. 

There  were  two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  among  school  children  in  April. 
In  the  first,  80  children  and  1  teacher  were  affected  and  the  suspected  food  was 
stew  from  the  school  canteen,  which  had  been  made  from  meat  served  the 
previous  day  and  which  had  been  kept  in  the  kitchen  for  a  period  of  nearly  24 
hours.  There  was  a  considerable  infestation  of  mice  in  the  canteen.  Unfortunately 
the  cases  were  reported  too  late  for  samples  of  the  food  or  from"  the  patients  to 
be  obtained.  There  were  a  few  cases  of  vomiting  but  in  the  majority  of  the 
cases  the  symptoms  were  diarrhoea  and  colic  occurring  from  6  to  10  hours  after 
the  meal. 

In  July  7  adults  and  2  children  were  affected  with  diarrhoea;  6  of  the  adults 
were  helpers  at  school  meals,  the  others  were  a  teacher  and  2  children  in  the 
school.  In  addition  a  few  helpers  at  the  school  canteen  were  affected. 

Samples  of  various  foods  consumed  were  examined  at  the  laboratory  with 
negative  results.  The  one  food  which  appeared  to  have  been  consumed  by  all 
those  affected  was  lettuce.  Again,  owing  to  the  delay  in  reporting  the  outbreak, 
no  specimens  from  the  patients  were  obtained. 

In  a  fatal  case  which  was  at  first  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid 
Fever  food  poisoning  organisms,  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium,  were  found  in  the 
faeces.  The  house  was  heavily  infested  with  mice. 


Ellesmere  Rural  District. 

In  April  there  was  an  outbreak  of  gastro-enteritis  in  a  school.  Seventeen 
children  were  affected.  Investigations  pointed  to  the  possibility  of  the  trouble 
being  the  water  supply,  samples  of  which  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  or  ice¬ 
cream  which  was  obtained  in  the  village  from  a  street  vendor.  The  outbreak  was 
not  very  extreme  and  the  symtoms  were  mild,  lasting  about  24  hours. 

A  specimen  of  faeces  obtained  from  one  child  affected  was  found  to  be 
infected  by  Bacillus  Dysenteriae  Flexner.  „ 

Arrangements  were  made  by  the  School  Authority  to  have  water  taken  to 
the  school  from  another  source.  Samples  of  the  ice-cream  were  found  to  be 
Grade  I  and  a  report  from  the  authority  in  whose  district  it  was  produced  was 
very  satisfactory  and  also  the  conditions  under  which  it  was  produced.  The 
unsatisfactory  washing  facilities  in  the  school  were  reported  to  the  Local  Education 
Authority. 

In  November  a  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  and  on  enquiries  a 
family  of  five  were  found  to  be  affected.  A  sample  of  faeces  was  found  to  contain 
organisms  of  Salmonella  Enteriditis.  These  cases  proved  to  be  some  of  an 
extensive  outbreak  in  the  County  and  the  source  of  infection  was  found  to  be 
sausage  from  an  infected  carcase  from  the  central  slaughterhouse. 
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SCABIES. 


There  were  very  few  known  cases  of  Scabies  in  the  districts  distributed  as 
follows: — 

Oswestry  Rural  District  .  ......  4 

Wem  Rural  District  .  .  2 

Scabies  Order,  1941. 

In  July  the  County  Council,  whose  responsibility  under  the  above  Order  it 
was  to  provide  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  Scabies,  notified  the  District 
Councils  that  owing  to  pressure  on  the  available  accommodation  and  shortage  of 
nursing  staff,  it  was  obliged  to  decline  to  admit  to  their  hospitals  and  institutions 
any  further  cases  of  Scabies.  In  December  the  Minister  of  Health  announced 
that  the  Scabies  Order  would  cease  to  be  in  operation  after  December  31st,  1947. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases  ...  ...  *  . . . 

Service  Cases  ... 

Transfers 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

1  2 

1  — 

M.  F. 

1  — 

M.  F 

2  2 

1  — 

2  2 

1  — 

3  2 

—  1 

—  — 

—  1 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  1947. 

Non- 

Respiratory.  Respiratory.  Total. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

5  6  6  5  22 


OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


- 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Transfers 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

3  3 

— -  1 

—  1 

M.  F. 

—  1 

M.  F 

3  4 

—  1 

—  i 

3  5 

—  1 

3  6 

4  1 

—  — 

4  1 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  1947. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

-14  27 

21 

23 

115 

27 


WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Brought  to  notice  after  death  ... 

M.  F. 

1  — 

—  1 

M.  F. 

1  — 

M.  F 

2  — 

—  1 

Totals 

1  1 

1  — 

2 

1 

Deaths 

—  1 

1  — 

1 

1 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  1947. 


Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

6  2 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

5  5 


Total. 

18 


WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

Civilian  Cases 

4 

1 

1 

1 

5 

2 

Service  Cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Transfers 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Totals 

5 

2 

1 

1 

6 

3 

Deaths 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  1947. 


Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

12  8 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

14  10 


Total. 

44 


ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Brought  to  notice  after  death  ... 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

r  7 

1  1 

M.  F. 

—  1 

M.  F 

1  2 

1  1 

2  2 

—  1 

2  3 

1  1 

1  1 

2  2 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  194;. 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

M.  F 

M. 

F. 

Total 

15  13 

16 

12 

5 6 

28 


OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

Total. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F 

Civilian  Cases 

6  3 

1  3 

7  6 

Service  Cases 

1  — 

1  — 

2  — 

Transfers 

I  I 

- —  1 

1  2 

Totals 

8  4 

2  4 

10  8 

Deaths 

1  2 

1  t 

2  3 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  1947. 

Respiratory. 


M.  F. 

38  28 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

33  30 


Total. 

129 


WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

NOTIFICATIONS  DURING  1947. 


Respiratory. 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

Total. 

Civilian  Cases 

Service  Cases 

Brought  to  notice  after  death  ... 

Totals 

Deaths 

M.  F. 

2  2 

1  — 

M.  F. 

2  4 

M.  F 

,4  6 

3  2 

2  4 

5  6 

i  — 

—  — 

1  — 

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register  at  end  of  1947. 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

19  18 


Non- 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

22  25 


Total. 

84 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


TABLE  SHOWING  NOTIFICATIONS  FOR  COMBINED  DISTRICTS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1947. 


District . 

Respiratory. 

Non- 

Total.  Respiratory. 

Total. 

Total  of  all 
notifica¬ 
tions. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

ELLESMERE  U.D. 

2 

2 

4 

1 

— 

1 

5 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

3 

5 

8 

— 

1 

1 

9 

WEM  U.D. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

3 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

5 

2 

7 

1 

1 

2 

9 

ALL  URBAN  DISTRICTS  . 

n 

10 

21 

3 

2 

5 

26 

ELLESMERE  R.D. 

2 

2 

4 

— 

I 

1 

5 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

8 

4 

12 

2 

4 

6 

18 

WEM  R.D. 

3 

2 

5 

2 

4 

6 

11 

ALL  RURAL  DISTRICTS  . 

••  U 

8 

21 

4 

9 

13 

34 

WHOLE  OF  NORTH  WEST 

SHROPSHIRE  ... 

24 

18 

42 

7 

11 

1 8 

60 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


D  IS  T  R  TCT 

Chi! 

immi 

durh 

year 

dren 
mised 
ig  the 
1947 

Tot. 

Total 
No.  of 
children 
under 

5  years 
im¬ 
munised 
at 

31-12-47 

Es¬ 

tim¬ 

ated 

Child 

Popu¬ 

lation 

under 

5 

years. 

• 

Per¬ 
cent¬ 
age  . 

5—14 

years. 

Total 

Im¬ 

munised, 

at 

31-12-47 

Es¬ 

tim¬ 

ated 

Child 

Popu¬ 

lation 

5—14 

years. 

Per • 
cent- 
age. 

Under 

5 

years. 

5—14 

years. 

ELLESMERE  U.D.  ... 

30 

6 

36 

89 

154 

57,8% 

286 

318 

90.0% 

OSWESTRY  M.B.  ... 

94 

20 

114 

402 

871 

46.2% 

1542 

1582 

97.5% 

WEM  U.D. 

35 

12 

47 

126 

201 

62.6% 

236 

313 

75.4% 

WHITCHURCH  U.D. 

61 

2 

63 

187 

570 

32.8% 

839 

950 

88.3% 

ALL  URBAN 
DISTRICTS 

220 

40 

260 

804 

1796 

44.8% 

2903 

3163 

91.7% 

ELLESMERE  R.D.  ... 

43 

5 

48 

255 

556 

45.9% 

1061 

1142 

93.0% 

OSWESTRY  R.D.  ... 

205 

9 

214 

704 

1359 

51.8% 

2429 

2468 

98.4% 

WEM  R.D . 

110 

4 

114 

396 

959 

41.3% 

1099 

1497 

73.4% 

ALL  RURAL 
DISTRICTS 

358 

18 

376 

1355 

2874 

47.1% 

4589 

5107 

89.8% 

WHOLE  N.W. 
SHROPSHIRE 

578  | 

58  ^ 

636 

2159 

4670 

46.3% 

7492 

8270 

90.6% 

The  material  used  was  Alum  Precipated  Toxoid  and  two  doses  were  given, 
one  of  .2cc  and  one  of  .5cc  at  four  weekly  intervals.  No  child  who  was  immunised 
contracted  Diphtheria. 


DIPHTHERIA  ANTITOXIN  ORDER. 

A  supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  is  available  for  cases  residing  in  the 
District  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above  Order  from  the  Public 
Health  Office,  8,  Oswald  Road,  Oswestry,  or  from  the  offices  of  the  various 
Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  various  Districts  in  the  area. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

Facilities  for  Treatment. 

These  are  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  are  available  at  the 
various  centres  given  below,  the  Medical  Officer  attending  on  the  dates  and  at 
the  hours  given. 

OSWESTRY. 

The  Dispensary,  Lower  Brook  Street,  Oswestry. 

THURSDAYS: — Men  1  p.m.  to  2  p.m.  Women  2  p.m.  to  3  p.m. 

SHREWSBURY. 

1,  Belmont,  Shrewsbury, 

TUESDAYS  and  FRIDAYS:— Men  6  p.m.  to  8  p.m. 

MONDAYS  and  WEDNESDAYS: — Women  2  p.m.  to  4  p.m 
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HOSPITALS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 


OSWESTRY  AND  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL,  MORDA,  OSWESTRY. 

ELLESMERE  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

WHITCHURCH  COTTAGE  HOSPITAL. 

Infectious  Disease  cases  in  Ellesmere,  Wem  and  Whitchurch  Districts  are 
sent  to  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,  Monkmoor,  Shrewsbury.  Other  Hospitals 
which  provide  accommodation  for  the  District  are: — 

THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL  HOSPITAL,  CROSS  HOUSES,  SHREWSBURY. 

THE  ROYAL  SALOP  INFIRMARY,  SHREWSBURY. 

EYE,  EAR  AND  THROAT  HOSPITAL,  SHREWSBURY. 

THE  ROBERT  JONES  AND  AGNES  HUNT  ORTHOPAEDIC  HOSPITAL, 
PARK  HALL,  OSWESTRY. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

The  Joint  Ambulance  Committee  for  Oswestry  and  Ellesmere  Districts  pro¬ 
vides  for  cases  from  these  districts.  There  is  also  a  local  ambulance  in  Ellesmere 
and  an  ambulance  station  at  Whitchurch  run  by  the  Whitchurch  Urban  District 
Council  which  also  covers  part  of  the  Wem  District. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

These  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Royal  Salop  Infirmary, 
Shrewsbury,  Telephone  Shrewsbury  4389.  The  Bacteriologist  is  Dr.  A.  C.  Jones 
and  the  Pathologist  Dr.  G.  Grant. 

This  service,  originally  instituted  as  an  emergency  basis,  is  now  a  permanent 
unit  at  the  Royal  Salop  Infirmary  undertaking  work  for  Local  Authorities  free  of 
charge  in  so  far  as  it  is  relevant  to  diagnosis.  This  service  is  invaluable, 
particularly  in  the  expeditious  dealing  with  the  bacteriological  examination  of  food 
samples. 
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ELLESMERE  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

During  the  year  the  water  mains  were  extended  to  the  new  housing  site  for 
the  supply  of  75  proposed  new  houses,  the  site  being  completely  serviced  ready 
for  the  whole  of  the  proposed  number,  houses  being  put  on  the  mains  as  erected, 
and  prior  to  occupation. 

Rainfall — No  information. 

Consumption  .  48,865,000  gallons  for  1947 


Number  of  houses  supplied  from  mains  .  596 

Number  of  houses  supplied  from  standpipes  .  9 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  mains,  approximately  .  2000 

Number  of  population  supplied  from  standpipes,  approximately  .  30 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

Apart  from  approximately  16  houses,  all  properties  are  connected  to  the  sewers, 
the  16  referred  to  being  outside  the  range  of  the  sewerage  system.  The  number 
of  houses  connected  to  sewers  is  approximately  588. 


Number  on  private  satisfactory  works .  2 

Number  on  private  unsatisfactory  works  . ; .  14 

Conversions  during  year — None. 


New  works  were  the  completion  of  the  housing  scheme  sewers  for  dealing 
with  75  houses  and  storm  water  jointly. 

A  number  of  houses  in  the  Town  are  provided  with  wash  down  closets  with 
no  water  cistern  and  the  flushing  done  by  hand,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  not  be 
much  longer  before  the  necessary  improvement  to  the  amenities  of  such  houses 
will  be  able  to  be  carried  out. 


Housing. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  .  .  .  52 

„  „  „  requiring  minor  repairs  .  46 

„  „  „  repaired  46 

„  „  „  that  should  be  demolished  6 

„  „  ,,  completed  during  year,  all  permanent 

types.  Council  owned  .  5 

Privately  owned  .  4 


The  number  of  houses  relieved  of  overcrowding  will  be  those  noted  by  the 
Medical  Officer  on  his  reports  to  the  Council  when  considering  applicants  for 
new  Council  houses. 

The  number  of  houses  in  course  of  erection  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  33, 
comprising  30  Council  houses  and  3  private  enterprise. 

The  number  planned  for  1948  is  the  completion  of  the  proposed  75  houses 
for  the  developed  site,  of  which  the  above  30  Council  houses  form  part. 

Several  private  individuals  would  be  prepared  to  erect  their  own  houses 
privately  for  owner-occupation  if  the  licensing  conditions  permitted  them  to  build. 
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FOOD  PREPARATION  PLACES. 


Bakehouses. 

Number  of  bakehouses  in  the  district  is  .  .  7 

„  „  inspections  .  .  .  .  33 


In  one  case  a  bad  infestation  of  weevils  was  caused  by  the  delivery  of 
infested  flour.  The  flour  was  returned,  and  the  bakehouse  fumigated  with  sulphur 
and  then  limewashed. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

Number  in  district  .  .  .  .  2 

In  both  cases  they  are  used  for  consumption  on  the  premises. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants. 

Number  in  District  .  .  .  .  5 

All  are  inspected  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory  state.  The 
chief  difficulty  is  differences  arising  out  of  refuse  removal  by  the  Contractor  as 
to  the  distinction  between  domestic  and  trade  refuse. 


Ice-Cream. 

Ice-cream  Retailer-makers  .  .  .  .  3 

„  „  Retailers  .  .  .  .  3 


As  a  result  of  sampling,  some  complaints  were  investigated  relating  to  the 
sources  of  milk  supplies. 

In  all  cases  of  food  dealers,  stress  is  laid  on  the  necessity  for  thorough 
cleanliness  in  both  personal  habits  and  utensils  at  all  times,  as  well  as  premises. 

Public  Conveniences. 

These  number  3  for  males  comprising  4  W.C.’s  and  9  urinals,  and  2  for  female 
use,  comprising  5  W.C.’s  and  washplace. 

A  centrally  situateed  underground  convenience  for  both  sexes,  located  in 
The  Square,  would  be  an  improvement  on  the  present  accommodation. 

Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  none  in  the  Urban  District. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  whole  district  is  scavenged  by  the  Council,  the  work  being  done  by  Contract. 
Open  tipping  is  the  disposal  means  adopted  on  land  of  which  the  Council 
are  sub-tenants  only. 

In  common  with  all  places  for  the  disposal  of  refuse,  rat  infestations  of  a 
minor  degree  take  place,  destructive  measures  being  continually  in  hand. 

Rat  destruction  is  carried  out  by  Cymag  gassing  and  baiting. 

Crickets  and  flies  are  controlled  by  D.D.T.  solution  spraying. 

Complaints  about  the  state  of  the  tip  were  received  during  the  year  and  the 
present  method  cannot  be  considered  a  satisfactory  one. 

Smoke  Nuisances. 

The  boilers  in  use  in  the  district  are  all  fired  by  mechanical  stokers,  and  give 
little  cause  for  offence.  Much  of  the  coal  used  for  these  boilers  is  unsuitable,  and 
causes  more  smoke,  not  necessarily  black  smoke,  than  when  the  best  steam  coal 
is  used. 
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Milk.  (Special  Designations  Order). 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers 

„  „  „  Retailers 

„  „  Samples  taken  (by  Salop  C.C.)  .... 

„  „  „  complied 

„  „  Accredited  Producers  . 

„  „  „  Retailers 

,,  „  Samples  taken  (by  Salop  C.C.) 

„  ,,  Samples  complied 

„  ,,  Licences  to  pasteurise  milk 

„  „  Samples  taken  of  pasteurised  milk 

„  „  Licences  to  retail 


Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Number  of  Producers  of  undesignated  milk  .  .  5 

„  „  „  Inspected  .  .  .  5 

Water  supply  in  all  cases  is  satisfactory. 


Drainage  arrangements  in  three  cases  are  outside  the  range  of  the  sewerage 
system,  and  in  two  cases  very  bad,  one  property  being  owned  by  the  Salop  County 
Council. 

The  method  of  utensil  cleaning  in  all  the  above  cases  is  by  using  hot  water. 
The  general  condition  of  the  farms  vary  considerably,  from  very  good,  to 
very  bad,  the  worst  being  the  one  above  referred  to,  and  some  of  the  Brownlow 
Estate  farms. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  .  .  2 

Methods  of  delivery  are  partly  by  churn  and  partly  by  bottles. 

Meat  Inspections. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  District.  The  establishment  of  a  good 
and  well  arranged  place  of  slaughter  in  the  district  would  assist  in  regularising 
the  slaughter  of  pigs  by  pig  keepers,  and  keeping  this  work  under  better  super¬ 
vision. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections. 

Total  number  of  carcases  examined  were: 

Bovines  ...... 

Sheep 
Calves 

Foods  condemned  were: — 

Mutton 

Tinned  Foods: — Milk 

Jam 
Fruit 

Vegetables 

Fish  . 

Meat  . 

Soup  . 

Potatoes 


266 

.  771 

108 

.  31  lbs. 

tins  46 

3 

7 

21 

8 

33 

2 

— 

1  cwt. 


1 

0 

4 

3 

1 

2 

8 

7 

1 

0 

0 
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Rats  and  Mice. 

In  all  cases  without  exception  when  rats  are  reported  to  be  infesting  any 
private  properties  in  this  area,  the  facts  are  reported  to  the  County  Council  for 
their  attention,  and  the  applicants  of  shop  properties  are  advised  to  seek  the 
assistance  of  the  County  Rat  Officer  in  dealing  with  the  vermin. 

There  are  no  major  infestations  by  rats  in  the  Urban  Area,  and  this  was 
confirmed  when  County  Rat  Officers  made  their  census  on  the  14th  and  15th  of 
May,  1947.  The  total  premises  visited  numbered  388.  Rats  were  reported  in  4 
cases,  one  which  was  proven  wrong,  reducing  the  number  to  3,  and  mice  in  1  case. 
Investigations  showed  the  cases  were  very  mild  infestations,  more  in  the  nature 
of  an  odd  rat  or  so,  and  in  all  cases  agreements  were  made  by  the  people  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  County  Council  to  deal  with  the  vermin. 


Verminous  Premises  and  Persons. 

Number  dealt  with.  Premises,  Bugs  .  . .  0 

Other  vermin  .  1 

Persons  ......  .  .  0 


xMethods  used  for  bugs.  Special  fumigators  and  D.D.T.  sprays. 

,,  „  „  other  vermin.  Sulphur  fumigators  and  D.D.T.  sprays. 


Prosecutions. 

Prosecution  of  the  offender  in  the  above  case  was  instituted  and  a  conviction 
obtained  for  vacating  a  house  in  a  dirty  condition  and  in  such  a  state  as  to  be 
a  danger  to  health. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

9 
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(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

9 
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— 

2  —CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.") 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found 

1 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i) 

1 

1 

_ 

- - 

Overcrowding  ( S .  2 ) 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

■ — 

— 

— 

_ 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

_ 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

1 

1 

ive 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

3 

3 

TOTAL  ... 

5 

4 

— 

1 

- — 
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OSWESTRY  MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall  at  Mount  Road  Reservoirs  for  year  ending  31.12.47  ..  33.18  inches. 
Consumption  .  .  .  .  .  157,987,300  gallons. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  Public  water  mains: — 

(a)  direct  to  houses  (1)  ..  ..  ..  ...  2924 

(2)  .  .  .  .  10798 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  (1)  .  .  .  44 

(2)  .  .  .  162 

Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses: — Wells. 

The  houses  without  a  piped  water  supply  are  isolated  dwellings  on  the  out¬ 
skirts  of  the  Town  -and  some  considerable  distance  from  the  mains. 

The  water  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality,  and,  with  the  additional  supply 
provided  by  the  Liverpool  Corporation,  in  quantity. 

The  water  supply  is  now  treated  to  correct  plumbo-solvency. 

The  water  main  to  Shelf  Bank  is  now  complete. 

1  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  notes  on  water  supply. 

The  Corporation  gathering  ground  and  impending  reservoir  at  Penygwely 
together  with  the  storage  reservoirs  at  Mount  Road,  provide  a  sufficient  supply 
for  the  normal  requirements  of  the  Town  during  seasons  of  average  rainfall. 
This  supply  can,  at  any  time,  be  augmented  by  drawing  250,000  gallons  per  day 
from  the  Liverpool  Corporation  Lake  Vyrnwy  Aqueduct,  this  latter  supply  being 
obtained  under  powers  granted  by  an  Act  of  Parliament.  The  treatment  given 
consists  of  an  average  period  of  seven  days  storage  followed  by  rapid  filtration 
and  chlorination  by  the  Chloramine  system.  The  water  supply  to  all  parts  of  the 
Town  is  constant  and  more  than  99%  of  all  dwelling  houses  have  direct  supplies 
or  stand  pipes  within  easy  reach. 

Reports  of  Analyses. 

Ref  B/YH/08.  (Unfiltered). 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance. — Slight  opalescence  with  a  slight  flocculent  deposit  of  Inineral 
and  organic  debris.  Many  infusoria  and  few  Crustacea  present. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  12. 

Colour  (Hazen)  Slight  yellow  brown  24.  Odour  Nil. 

Reaction  pH  On  the  acid  side  of  Neutrality  6.9.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  Trace. 
Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C  100  Total  solids  dried  at  180°C  70. 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  11.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  10. 

Hardness  Total  35.  Carbonate  (Temporary)  10.  Non-carbonate  (Perman¬ 
ent)  25. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.0.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Absent. 

Free  Ammonia  0.018.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  27°C  2.6. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.12.  Residual  Chlorine  — . 

Metals  Iron  0.15  Manganese:  Less  than  0.03.  Other  metals  absent. 
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Bacteriological  Results. 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar  per  1  Day. 

c.c.  or  ml.  in  .  .  .  at  37°C 

38 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction.  Present  in  0.1  ml. 
Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction  Present  in  0.1  ml. 
Bact.  Coli.  Present  in  0.1  ml. 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction.  Present  in — 


2  Days.  3  Days, 

at  37°C  at  20°C. 

50  450 

Absent  from  0.01  ml. 
Absent  from  0.01  ml 
Absent  from  0.01  ml. 
Absent  from  100  ml. 


This  sample  has  opalescence  and  deposit  causing  noticeable  though  not 
pronounced  turbidity.  The  water  is  practically  neutral  in  reaction  but  it  is  soft 
in  character  and  has  a  low  content  of  alkalinity.  It  has  a  comparatively  small 
amount  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  free  from  metals  apart  from 
traces  of  iron  and  manganese.  The  water  shows  appreciable  colour,  is  of  inferior 
organic  quality  and  the  bacterial  impurity  is  indicative  of  pollution  by  matters 
of  execremental  origins  since  Bact.  Coli  are  present  in  large  numbers.  The 
degrees  of  contamination  are  not,  however,  excessive  and  the  water  is  considered 
amenable  to  treatment  for  the  production  of  a  public  supply. 


Ref  B/YH/09.  (Treated). 

Chemical  Results  in  parts  per  million. 

Appearance: — Bright  with  a  few  particles  of  mineral  debris. 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale)  Less  than  5. 

Colour  (Hazen)  Slight  yellow-brown.  Odour  Nil. 

Recation  pH  On  the  acid  side  of  neutrality  6.7.  Free  Carbon  Dioxide  3. 
Chlorine  in  chlorides  11.  Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  10. 

Electric  Conductivity  at  20°C.  100  Total  Solids  dried  at  180°C  70. 

Hardness  Total  35.  Carbonate  (Temporary)  10.  Non-Carbonate  (Perman¬ 
ent)  25. 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  0.0.  Nitrogen  in  Nitrites  Less  than  0.01. 

Free  Ammonia  0.013.  Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs  at  27°C  1.9. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  0.094.  Residual  Chlorine  Absent. 

Metals  Iron  0.08.  Other  metals  absent. 


Bacteriological  Results. 


Number  of  colonies 

1  Day 

2  days 

3  days 

developing  on  Agar  per  cc  or  Ml. 

at  37°C 

at  37°C 

at  2  CPC 

in  * 

2 

3 

1 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction 

Present 

in 

—  Absent 

from  1 00 

ml 

Bact.  Coli 

Present 

in 

—  Absent 

from  1 00 

ml 

Cl.  Welchii  Reaction 

Present 

in 

—  Absent 

from  1 00 

ml 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance.  The  water  is  very  faintly  acid 
in  reaction,  soft  in  character,  and  has  a  low  content  of  alakalinity.  It  carries  a 
comparative  small  amount  of  mineral  constituents  in  solution  and  it  is  free  from 
metals  apart  from  a  negligible  trace  of  iron.  It  shows  noticeable,  though  not 
pronounced  colour,  is  of  passable  organic  quality  and  of  the  highest  standard  of 
bacterial  purity. 

The  water  is  considered  wholesome  in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  .  2951 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  sewage  disposal  works  31 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  .  21 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  10 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  waterclosets  .  Nil 

Eastern  Outfall  Sewer. 


The  laying  of  a  new  sewer  from  the  sewage  disposal  works  to  Middleton  Road 
has  been  approved  by  the  Council  but  the  commencement  of  the  work  has  been 
suspended  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  account  of  the  retardation  of  the  national 
housing  programme. 

HOUSING. 

In  the  Annual  Report  for  1946  the  hope  was  expressed  that  about  50  new 
houses  would  be  ready  in  1947.  Unfortunately  this  was  a  vain  hope.  Although 
building  actually  commenced  on  the  Carreg  Llwyd  Estate  in  October,  1946,  for  the 
first  100  houses  in  the  programme,  it  was  not  until  February,  1948,  that  the  first 
few  houses  were  completed  and  let,  these  being  four  flats,  two  of  the  single  bed- 
roomed  and  two  of  the  two  bedroomed  type.  Later  in  the  same  month  six  three 
bedroomed  houses  and  two  four  bedroomed  houses  were  completed  and  were 
formally  handed  over  by  the  Contractor  at  an  opening  ceremony  performed  by  the 
Mayor,  when  the  above  mentioned  estate  was  duly  declared  open.  In  October, 
1947,  a  report  of  the  Architect  showed  that  out  of  the  102  houses  in  course  of 
construction  40  only  had  the  roof  tiles  on  and  the  remainder  of  the  102  houses 
were  in  various  stages  of  construction.  In  view  of  the  slow  pace  at  which  the 
work  is  proceeding  it  is  anticipated  that  the  102  houses  will  not  be  completed 
until  the  end  of  1948.  The  Carreg  Llwyd  Estate  allows  for  the  erection  of  a 
further  500  houses.  The  next  stage  in  the  Council’s  programme  is  the  erection 
of  another  100,  and  these  are  in  the  planning  stage,  but  the  Ministry  of  Health 
has  indicated  that  until  eighty  to  ninety  per  cent,  of  the  present  contract  has 
been  completed  no  further  building  programme  will  be  considered,  and  although 
it  is  the  aim  of  the  Council  to  provide  houses  quickly  it  is  further  dependent  on 
the  allocation  made  by  the  Government,  which  will  be  controlled  by  the  building 
material  and  labour  available,  together  with  other  considerations. 

There  are  from  600  to  700  applicants  for  Council  Houses.  Out  of  these  374 
are  in  rooms,  345  in  low  standard  houses,  and  215  live  outside  the  Town  but  are 
employed  here.  These  figures  are  combination  figures,  some  families  appearing 
in  more  than  one  category. 

In  a  recent  analysis  made  by  the  Housing  Manager  it  was  found  that  about 
72%  were  families  who  required  a  two  bedroomed  house  or  less,  and  as  under 
present  conditions  it  is  difficult  to  put  these  small  families  into  a  3  bedroomed 
house,  there  seems  tto  be  no  satisfactory  answer  at  the  moment  to  this  problem. 
These  figures  compare  very  closely  with  those  given  in  the  Medical  Officer’s 
Annual  Report  for  1945,  when  an  analysis  of  the  applications  showed  78%  had 
two  children  or  less.  If  this  information  could  have  been  made  use  of  by  the 
Housing  Committee  at  the  time  of  the  planning  of  the  first  stage  of  the  programme, 
this  problem  would  have  been  less  acute. 

With  a  view  to  relieving  the  acute  shortage  of  houses  the  Council  approached 
the  Oswestry  Rural  District  Council  with  the  object  of  taking  over  jointly  certain 
disused  huts  in  the  Mile  End  Camp  for  temporary  housing  accommodation.  Tills 
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proposition  was  not  looked  upon  favourably  by  the  Rural  District  Council,  but 
investigations  into  this  matter  are  still  proceeding  and  possibly  some  solution  will 
be  found  in  the  near  future.  There  were  18  Army  huts  involved,  which  it  was 
suggested  could  be  converted  into  36  temporary  dwellings.  The  Government 
seems  to  take  a  sympathetic  view  of  such  schemes  and  is  prepared  to  subsidise 
such  propositions. 

In  1945  the  St.  Oswald's  Housing  Society  was  inaugurated.  This  Society, 
it  was  hoped,  would  have  substantially  supplemented  the  Council’s  building  pro¬ 
gramme.  When  fully  developed  it  was  anticipated  that  this  scheme  would  have 
provided  480  houses,  with  social  and  recreational  facilities.  Unfortunately  this 
hope  has  not  materialised.  Sanction  to  go  on  with  the  scheme  has  been  temporarily 
withheld  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

A  scheme  of  the  Oswestry  Housing  Trust  for  the  building  of  suitable  accom¬ 
modation  for  elderly  people  has  also  been  temporarily  withheld. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the 


Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  None 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  .  .  2732 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  .  .  . .  .  .  561 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  .  160 

Number  of  houses  that  should  be  demolished  .  250 


Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  building  materials  and  the  shortage  of 
skilled  labour,  house  inspection  as  a  general  routine  has  had  to  be  curtailed  and 
the  only  houses  which  have  been  inspected  are  those  about  which  complaints 
have  been  received.  There  is  no  doubt  that  a  very  large  number  of  the  older 
houses  in  the  Town  are  in  a  bad  state  of  repair  and  as  soon  as  conditions  permit 
the  routine  inspection  of  houses  normally  dealt  with  will  be  resumed  with  all 
speed.  The  figures  given  for  repairs  and  demolition  are  therefore  estimates. 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: — 


Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  102 

Private  Houses  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1948: — 

1.  Permanent  .  .  .  .  100 

2.  Temporary  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  Houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Temporary  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 


OVERCROWDING. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded: — 


1.  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  15 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  .  .  22 


There  are  obviously  more  cases  of  overcrowding,  but  an  accurate  picture 
could  not  be  given  without  a  survey,  although  we  get  an  indication  from  the 
applications  which  the  Housing  Manager  receives.  There  is  little  possibility  at 
the  moment  of  taking  any  material  steps  to  relieve  it,  but  if  the  problem  of  under¬ 
crowding  in  Council  Houses  can  be  cured  it  would  go  a  long  way  to  solving  the 
overcrowding,  this  assumption  being  based  on  the  experience  gained  through 
billeting  during  the  war  years. 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 


Number  of  Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  10 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  33 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  8 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  8 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  .  .  .  1 1 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  22 

Number  of  defects  found  .  .  .  2 

Number  remedied  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  .  .  20 

Number  Inspected  .  .  .  .  20 

Number  where  defects  were  found  . •  .  .  8 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  8 


Inspection  of  food  preparing  places  during  1947  showed  that  while  the  stand¬ 
ard  was  not  as  high  as  it  might  have  been  there  was  a  distinct  trend  towards 
better  conditions.  In  several  cases  improvements  were  carried  out  to  the  sanitary 
conveniences  and  in  others  structural  alterations  were  necessary.  An  aspect  of 
the  question  which  is  not  fully  realised  by  some  of  the  proprietors  and  employees 
is  that  of  personal  cleanliness.  They  do  not  seem  to  grasp  the  fact  that  they 
have  a  tremendous  personal  responsibility  to  the  community,  and  whatever  high 
standard  is  maintained  in  the  premises  themselves  if  attention  is  not  paid  to  the 
personal  side  of  the  question  the  whole  value  may  be  lost. 


ICE-CREAM. 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  .  4 

Heat  treated  .  .  .  .  1 

Cold  Mix  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  30 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  '  .  .  2 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  2 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  .  .  .  9* 

^Included  in  this  figure  are  the  4  producers. 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  9 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  2 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  2 


In  view  of  the  increasing  popularity  of  this  confection  it  is  all  the  more 
important  that  the  ice-cream  sold  in  the  Borough  of  Oswestry  should  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Local  Food  Inspector,  especially  in  regard  to  the  premises 
used,  equipment,  manufacture  and  personal  cleanliness.  Actually  as  far  as 
Oswestry  is  concerned  a  fair  proportion  of  the  ice-cream  sold  is  manufactured 
in  other  towns;  some  of  this  is  retailed  in  cafes,  cinemas,  stores  and  shops,  but  by 
far  the  larger  proportion  is  sold  from  vehicles  in  the  streets.  These  street  vendors 
come  from  long  distances.  Samples  taken  from  these  vehicles,  with  one  exception, 
have  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory,  the  category  under  which  the  ice-cream  was 
placed  by  the  Bacteriologist  being  grade  4,  and  it  is  suggested  by  a  Sub-committee 
of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  on  the  Bacteriological  Examination  and 
Grading  of  ice-cream  that  no  sample  should  fall  into  this  grade.  In  these  cases 
the  matter  was  pursued  in  co-operation  with  the  Authorities  of  the  districts  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  desired  effect. 


41 


MILK  SUPPLY. 


Number  of  Registered  Producers  in  the  Borough  .  7 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  in  the  Borough  .  1 

Number  of  T.T.  Producers  in  the  Borough  .  2 

Number  of  Registered  Retailers  in  the  Borough  .  13 

Number  of  Accredited  Retailers  in  the  Borough  .  Nil 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  in  the  Borough  .  3 

Methods  of  Cleaning  Utensils: — 

Farms. 

Numbers  using  Steam  Sterilisation  .  .  .  3 

Number  using  Hot  Water .  .  .  .  4 

Dairies. 

Number  using  Steam  and  Chemical  Sterilisation  .  2 

Number  using  Hot  Water  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  samples  sent  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 

Methylene  Blue,  Phosphatase  Tests,  etc.  .  .  36 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  .  .  36 

Number  of  samples  tested  at  Health  Department 
Laboratory  for  Specific  Gravity,  Fat  and  Non-fatty 

Solids  .  .  .  .  .  52 

Number  found  to  be  satisfactory  .  .  .  52 

Number  of  Licences  to  produce  Pasteurised  Milk  .  1 

Number  of  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  .  Nil 


The  total  number  of  farms  in  the  Borough  is  seven.  They  are  inspected  at 
least  four  times  a  year  and  when  the  occasion  demands,  more  frequently.  The 
general  conditions  of  the  farms  has  been  good.  When  it  has  been  necessary  to 
take  any  action  the  defects  were  of  a  minor  character,  although  important  to  clean 
milk  production,  such  as  limewashing,  cleanliness  of  stools,  and  the  washing  and 
grooming  of  the  udders  and  flanks  of  the  cows.  The  methods  of  production 
appear  to  be  satisfactory  as  shown  by  the  results  of  samples  taken.  The  bulk 
of  the  milk  supplied  to  the  Town  is  bottled.  There  have  been  complaints  of  dirty 
bottles  and  the  cases  were  thoroughly  investigated.  These  investigations  showed 
that  jn  some  cases  the  bottles  were  very  old  and  the  glass  discoloured,  but  in¬ 
vestigations  at  the  laboratory  showed  them  to  be  sterile.  In  other  instances  the 
complaints  were  of  glass  in  the  milk,  and  this  was  put  down  to  rough  handling, 
and  in  one  case  to  defects  in  the  automatic  filler.  Two  local  firms  produce  and 
supply  Heat  Treated  milk.  These  are  the  two  largest  retailers,  so  it  is  safe  to 
assume  that  the  greater  proportion  of  the  population  is  getting  this  Heat  Treated 
milk.  It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  samples  taken  of  this  milk  have  shown  that 
it  has  reached  the  standard  required  by  official  regulations.  It  is  a  routine 
practice  to  take  samples  of  the  milk  supplied  to  homes  from  which  cases  of 
non-respiratory  Tuberculosis  are  notified.  Such  samples  as  were  taken  in  1946 
were  negative. 

The  following  is  the  Veterinary  Officer’s  Report  for  the  Year. 

During  the  year  half-yearly  inspections  were  made  of  the  dairy  herds  supply¬ 
ing  milk  for  consumption  in  Oswestry.  Approximately  1,000  animals  were 
examined  at  each  inspection.  There  are  about  15%  of  the  animals  housed  within 
the  boundary.  Eighteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
showed  the  presence  of  the  streptococcal  germ  which  causes  chronic  mastitis. 
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The  affected  animals  were  isolated  and  were  not  allowed  to  re-enter  the  herd 
until  treatment  had  been  applied  and  the  affected  udder  had  been  cleared  of  all 
infection.  In  no  case  was  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacilli  found  in  the  samples 
taken.  Sputum  from  three  animals  which  were  coughing  was  taken,  and  on 
microscopic  examination,  in  each  case  tubercle  bacilli  was  found.  These  animals 
were  dealt  with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  and  the  cows  destroyed. 

In  my  opinion  the  increase  in  machine  milking  is  a  great  improvement  in  the 
production  of  clean  milk,  and  the  good  work  done  by  the  W.A.E.C.  in  showing 
films  to  farmers  regarding  the  production  of  clean  milk  has  made  the  farmer 
more  conscious  of  his  duty  towards  the  general  public.  I  am  also  pleased  to 
report  a  further  increase  in  the  number  of  tuberculin  tested  herds,  and  where 
these  herds  are  in  being  the  housing  of  the  animals  and  the  general  cleanliness 
of  the  premises -has  made  a  great  step  forward  in  comparison  to  the  non-designated 
herds. 

GEORGE  WYSE,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli  was  com¬ 
menced  in  1931.  The  cows  which  supply  milk  to  the  Borough  are  also  exam¬ 
ined  at  half-yearly  intervals  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  employed  by  the  Council 
for  this  purpose. 


The  following  figures  show  the  results  of  these  examinations. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken . 

No.  showing 
presence  of 
Tubercle 

Bacilli. 

No.  of  cows  found  to  be 
Tubercular  at  Bi-annaul 
Veterinary  Inspection. 

I93T 

23 

*3 

3 

1932 

18 

3 

1 

T933  • 

13 

0 

1 

1934 

9 

1 

1 

1935 

12 

1 

1 

1936 

18 

0 

0 

1937 

5 

0 

3 

1:938 

18 

0 

3 

1939 

17 

1 

2 

1940 

12 

2 

3 

1941 

0 

0 

0 

1942 

18 

2 

2 

1943 

19 

0 

4 

1944 

11 

2 

3 

1945 

14 

0 

5 

1946 

5 

0 

2 

1947 

11 

0 

3 

Total 

226 

G 
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MEAT  INSPECTION, 

Number  of  Animals  killed  at  the  Slaughterhouse  during  the  year  1947. 


Cattle. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Calves. 

Graded  animals 

1227 

53 

6602 

3035 

Casualty  animals  ... 

...  '  181 

68 

264 

78 

Total 

00 

0 

121 

6866 

3ii3 
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Number  of  Animals  Inspected  by  Borough  Meat  Inspector  during  1947. 


Cattle. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Calves. 

Graded  animals 

•  •  • 

^43 

4i 

4160 

2098 

Casualty  animals  ... 

. . . 

132 

50 

165 

54 

Total 

975 

9i 

4325 

2152 

Meat  Condemned  by  Borough  Meat  Inspector  during  1947. 

Cattle. 

Pigs. 

Sheep. 

Calves. 

Whole  carcases  and  offals  condemned 

33 

5 

24 

42 

Parts  of  carcases  condemned:— 

Melts 

19 

• 

Hearts 

12 

2 

• 

Livers 

326 

35 

104 

1 

Plucks 

3 

18 

3 

Heads  and  tongues 

34 

6 

8 

3 

Tripes 

20 

Lungs 

106 

2 

1 

Diaphragms 

7 

In  addition  1484  lbs.  of  beef;  136  lbs.  of  mutton;  184  lbs.  of  pork;  and  123  lbs. 
of  veal  were  condemned. 


The  arrangements  for  inspection  and  distribution  remain  unchanged,  the  two 
private  slaughterhouses  in  Willow  Street  still  functioning  for  the  slaughter  and 
distribution  of  meat,  including  frozen  and  tinned  meat,  for  the  Borough,  Oswestry 
Rural  District  and  part  of  Montgomeryshire  under  the  direct  control  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food.  The  inspections  are  carried  out  jointly  by  the  Borough  and 
Rural  District  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

During  the  year  alterations  were  carried  out  at  one  of  the  slaughterhouses. 
The  works  were  extensions  to  the  slaughtering  booth  and  some  improvements  to 
the  facilities  for  the  men  employed  and  the  provision  of  a  room  for  condemned 
meat.  The  two  slaughterhouses  are  in  a  very  congested  area  and  nuisances  inevit¬ 
ably  arise,  especially  during  the  summer  months,  from  the  unsuitability  of  the 
premises  and  the  lack  of  amenities.  Nothing  short  of  a  Public  Abattoir,  situated 
on  an  approved  site,  will  solve  the  problem  satisfactorily  and  so  provide  Oswestry 
with  an  amenity  which  is  long  overdue. 

With  this  end  in  view  representatives  of  the  Oswestry  Butchers'  Association, 
Farmers’  Union  and  Auctioneers  attended  before  the  Health  Committee  and  out¬ 
lined  their  views  on  the  subject.  They  agreed  unanimously  on  the  need  for  a 
Public  Abattoir,  and  it  was  recommended  that  the  Council  should  submit  their 
proposals  for  such  provision  to  the  Government  for  their  approval  and  ask  that 
the  claims  of  Oswestry  should  be  recognised  in  any  future  slaughtering  policy  of 
the  Government.  The  Council  decided  at  a  later  meeting  on  the  acquisition  of  a 
site  for  the  erection  of  a  Public  Abattoir  at  Brook  House,  and  the  Town  Clerk 
was  instructed  to  communicate  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  sanction  to 
purchase  the  site.  The  reply  received  was  that  the  erection  of  a  new  slaughter¬ 
house  could  only  be  agreed  to  where  the  present  facilities  were  seriously  inadequate 
and  where  such  slaughterhouse  would  fit  in  with  the  long  term  policy  of  the 
Government.  The  Minister  suggested  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  may  be  prepared 
to  consider  any  specific  proposal  the  Council  may  wish  to  put  forward  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Public  Abattoir  and  that  in  the  meantime  the  Council  might 
defer  the  proposal  to  acquire  land  for  this  purpose.  The  Council  decided  to 
submit  its  proposals  to  the  Minister  of  Food  as  suggested. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number  in  Town  .  .  .  .  7 

There  is  an  insufficiency  of  accommodation  for  both  sexes  in  the  Town  and 
this  has  been  apparent  for  many  years. 

The  public  has  been  forced  to  use  the  conveniences  provided  for  the  Licensed 
Houses.  A  recent  inspection  of  these  houses  showed  that  while  the  public  had 
been  privileged  to  use  the  conveniences  in  the  past,  the  licensees  were  now  excluding 
the  public  and  providing  conveniences  for  the  sole  use  of  their  patrons. 

The  damage  done  to  the  conveniences  by  irresponsible  persons  is  appalling 
and  the  state  in  which  some  of  them  were  found  at  the  end  of  the  day  disgusting. 

The  proposed  removal  of  the  Cross  Market  underground  convenience  to 
another  site  in  Market  Street  will  relieve  this  department  of  one  of  its  biggest 
headaches. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 


Number  of  Wards  in  the  Town  .  .  ......  6 

Number  of  Wards  where  refuse  is  collected  .  .  6 

Method  of  collection:— By  Direct  Labour. 

Method  of  disposal: — Controlled  Tipping. 


The  method  of  disposal  and  collection  is  working  satisfactorily.  During  the 
year  there  has  been  some  infestation  by  rats. 

A  contract  has  been  entered  into  with  the  County  Council  for  the  eradication 
of  the  pest  and  they  appear  to  be  carrying  out  the  work  satisfactorily. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  one  registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the  town. 

Number  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year .  .  52 

There  were  complaints  of  a  very  minor  character,  and  when  uJese  were 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  keeper  they  were  attended  to  promptly. 


NUISANCES. 

Number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  .  246 

These  nuisances  included  obstructions  to  drains,  defective  W.C.'s  and  defects 
to  houses.  Visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  all  cases  and  all  were  attended  to. 
A  nuisance  which  appears  to  be  on  the  increase  is  the  keeping  of  dogs  and  other 
animals  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  a  nuisance.  There  have  been  several  instances 
of  this  in  Council  Houses.  If  a  check  were  to  be  made  of  all  the  dogs  in  Oswestry 
the  figure  would  be  staggering!  Another  cause  for  such  nuisances,  as  those  from 
poultry,  would  appear  to  be  the  food  situation.  People  have  been  encouraged  to 
keep  chickens  and  there  is  now  a  tendency  for  this  to  get  out  of  hand.  While  this 
Department  is  not  unsympathetic  to  such  persons  it  is  felt  that  there  is  a  limit 
to  the  conditions  under  which  poulttry  can  be  kept  in  urban  surroundings. 


45 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with  under  Ministry  of  Food 

Private  Dwelling  scheme  .  .  .  45 

During  the  year  there  was  a  merger  of  the  infestation  Division  of  the 
Ministry  of  Food  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  the  Rodent  Department  of  the 
former  being  transferred  to  the  latter. 

The  Private  Dwellings  Scheme  dealt  with  in  last  year’s  report  was  completed 
at  the  end  of  August.  Approximately  45  houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  County 
Council,  each  receiving  one  treatment.  This  scheme  was  introduced  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  with  the  idea  that  all  private  dwellings  should  be  surveyed,  and 
where  infestation  by  rats  a-nd  mice  were  found,  they  should  be  given  one  treatment 
and  a  follow-up  where  necessary  and  the  infestation  cleared.  After  this  clearance 
it  was  the  responsibility  of  the  occupier  to  keep  his  premises  clear  at  his  own 
expense.  There  has  been  misunderstanding  as  to  the  term  ‘Maintenance  for  one 
year.”  It  was  thought  that  after  treatment  there  would  be  supervision  over  a 
period.  Unfortunately,  as  was  explained,  this  was  not  so.  Experience  has  shown 
that  infested  premises,  even  though  cleared  by  one  treatment,  can  easily  and  soon 
become  re-infested,  while  control  over  a  period  -would  be  more  effective  in 
eradicating  the  rats.  Owing  to  the  constant  attention  given  to  the  subject  in 
Oswestry  over  a  number  of  years  the  work  of  dealing  with  minor  infestations  is 
made  much  lighter.  The  general  public  do  not  hesitate  to  report  to  the  Health 
Department  the  presence  of  rats.  Advice  is  given  in  all  cases  and  where  difficulties 
arise  inspections  are  made  and  assistance  given.  The  adequate  protection  of  all 
foods,  including  waste,  is  of  paramount  importance  in  preventing  rat  and  mice 
infestation.  In  addition  the  sewers  have  had  attention. 


8 

1 


Total  9 

Other  Vermin  (Fleas  and  Beetles). 

Privately  owned  houses  .  1 

Council  Houses  1 

Total  .  2 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES, 

Bug  Infestation. 

Number  of  bug  infested  houses  dealt  with: — 

Privately  owned  houses  . 

Council  Houses 


Methods  used. 

Gaseous  disinfestation  after  removal  of  wall  papers,  releasing  picture  rails, 
skirtings,  etc.,  including  space  under  roof. 

The  houses  are  sealed  and  the  whole  subjected  to  as  high  as  possible  a 
concentration  of  “Fumoids”  for  6  to  8  hours  plus  a  thorough  spraying  with  a 
D.D.T.  insecticide. 

All  dilapidated  upholstered  furniture  and  mattresses  are  burned  and  such 
articles  known  to  be  infested  and  practically  useless. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


46 


* 


The  measures  taken  by  way  of  supervision  or  education  of  tenants  to  prevent 
infestation  or  re-infestation  after  cleansing: — They  are  advised  to  report  immedi¬ 
ately  the  first  evidence  of  any  infestation  and  are  warned  to  be  careful  in  the 
purchase  of  second-hand  upholstered  furniture  and  bedding. 

Bug  infestation  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  humiliating  of  all  infestations 
which  comes  under  the  control  of  the  Health  Department.  With  the  exception  of 
cottage  property,  where  their  existence  has  been  known  for  some  years,  cases  of 
infestation  arise  through  the  purchase  of  second-hand  furniture  and  bedding  and 
upholstery.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  purchasing  new  furniture  occupiers  of 
good  class  houses  have  had  this  humiliating  experience.  These  infestations  could 
be  minimised  if  the  matter  is  immediately  reported  to  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority, 
and  the  public  is  warned  especially  in  these  times  to  be  cautious  in  the  purchase 
of  second-hand  bedding  and  upholstered  furniture. 

VERMINOUS  PERSONS. 

No  person  was  dealt  with  during  the  year.  There  is  no  cleansing  station  for 
verminous  persons  in  the  Borough  nor  a  disinfector  for  bedding,  etc.,  an  arrange¬ 
ment,  however,  exists  whereby  verminous  persons  may  be  cleansed  at  the  Public 
Assistance  Institution,  Morda. 


DISINFECTION. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  disinfections  after  infectious  diseases  was  25. 

Books  from  schools  and  libraries  were  disinfected  at  the  Health  Department. 
Disinfection  was  also  carried  out  at  a  school  and  at  the  Oswestry  and  District 
Hospital. 

PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT, 

All  places  of  entertainment  in  the  Town  are  visited  at  frequent  intervals.  No 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  On  the  whole  they  were  found  to  be 
conducted  in  an  orderly  and  satisfactory  manner.  Strict  attention  was  paid  to 
lavatory  accommodation,  ventilation  and  other  matters,  which  add  considerably 
to  the  comfort  and  enjoyment  of  the  patrons  and  the  efficient  running  of  the 
respective  places. 


LICENSED  HOUSES. 

In  1946  the  fully  licensed  houses,  together  with  the  beer  houses,  were  in¬ 
spected,  and  this  inspection  was  continued  in  1947.  With  the  new  legislation  and 
the  advance  of  public  administration  wider  scope  is  given  to  deal  with  such 
premises.  Much  work  has  been  accomplished  regarding  improved  sanitary 
accommodation  for  both  sexes,  and  considering  the  restrictions  on  certain  materials 
and  the  shortage  of  skilled  labour  progress  has  on  the  whole  been  satisfactory. 
It  must  be  said  that  the  licensees  are  only  too  willing  to  carry  out  suggestions  made 
by  this  department.  It  is  good  that  the  proprietors  realise  that  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors'  duties  embrace  every  aspect  of  hygiene  in  relation  to  Public  Health. 

SHOPS. 

The  administration  of  the  Shops  Hours  Act  and  conditions  of  employment 
have  caused  very  little  trouble,  and  where  infringements  have  occurred,  interviews 
with  the  employers  have  had  the  desired  effect. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


BOROUGH  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

N  umber 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 
rot  ices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

72 

ha 

20 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

4 

3 

1 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  ... 

76 

8  b 

21 

Nil 

2. — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

F ound . 

Remedied. 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

30 

29 

— 

4 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  • 

Unreasonable  temper¬ 
ature  (S.3) 

. 

_ 

- — 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

5 

4 

— 

1 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

4 

4 

.. . 

.  . 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  insufficient 

10 

4 

__ 

1 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect¬ 
ive. 

8 

6 

5 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

TOTAL  ... 

57 

47 

1 1 

— 

No.  of  Outworkers  ...  10 
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WEM  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall — Not  measured. 

Consumption.  28,000,000  gallons  p.a. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  water  mains: — 660, 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  Houses  (1)  610  houses. 

(2)  1952  persons. 

.(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  (1)  50  houses. 

(2)  155  persons. 

Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses.  Wells. 

No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

Reports  of  samples  taken  during  the  Year. 


L4.47. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  in  100  mis.  .  .  .  3 

Faecal  Coli  absent. 

28.5.47. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  in  100  mis.  .  ...  .  0 

19.9.47. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  in  100  mis.  .  .  .  0 

24.11.47. 

Presumptive  B.  Coli  in  100  mis.  .....  .  .  11 

Faecal  Coli .  .  ....  .....  .  0 


Some  of  the  samples  were  not  so  good  as  usual,  but  they  were  probably  due 
to  some  defect  in  the  pointing  to  the  well  and  later  to  a  leaking  outlet  valve. 
Samples  taken  since  these  were  remedied  and  have  been  satisfactory. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  627 

205  of  these  have  pail  closets,  only  slop  water  going  into  the  sewer. 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements 

for  sewage  disposal  .  .  .  .  33 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  .  31 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  2 

Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s 21 


No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered 
or  decided  upon  by  the  Council. 
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HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  with  no  defects  .  0 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  .  .  .  5 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out .  .  3 

Number  of  houses  requiring  major  repairs  or  structural 

alterations  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  where  repairs  or  alterations  have  been  carried  out  Nil 

Number  of  houses  requiring  reconditioning  ......  .  1 

Number  reconditioned  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  that  should  be  demolished .  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  Houses  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  Houses  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

1.  Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Temporary  .  .  . .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year .  50 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1948: — 

1.  Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Temporary  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

It  is  hoped  that  the  50  houses  will  be  completed  in  1948. 

i 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  8 

Number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  .  9 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  Nil 

Number*  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  .  .  .  .  I 

Number  of  fried  fish  shops  and  restaurants  inspected  .  1 

Number  of  defects  found  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  .  .  3  . 

Number  inspected  .  .  . .  .  3 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  ......  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice  cream  manufacturers  .  .  4 

(1) .  Heat  Treated  .  .  .  .  Nil 

(2) .  Cold  Mix  ......  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  8 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  .  . .  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice  cream  retailers  .  .  .  6 

This  includes  4  manufacturers. 

Number  inspected  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  .  .  .  .  Nil 

The  general  conditions  of  above  were  satisfactory. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number.  Two — one  for  each  sex. 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number.  Nil. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  Parishes.  One  (Urban). 

Number  of  Parishes  where  Refuse  is  collected.  One. 

Method  of  Collection  (by  direct  labour  or  contract).  Direct  labour. 

Method  of  Disposal  (by  tipping  or  incinerator).  Tipping. 

Controlled  Tipping  is  in  operation. 

The  same  method  has  been  used  for  17-18  years  and  is  satisfactory. 
Infestation  by: — 

1.  Rats: — Minor  infestations  from  time  to  time. 

2.  Crickets: — None. 

3.  Flies: — None. 

Methods  of  dealing  with  1. 

1.  The  Council  has  an  annual  contract  with  the  County  Council. 

NUISANCES. 

No  particular  nuisances  have  had  to  be  dealt  with. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 


Number  of  T.T.  Producers 

Nil 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers 

1 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number  of  accredited  producers 

Nil 

Number  of  accredited  retailers 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  Pasteurise 

Milk  . 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  retail 

Pasteurised  Milk 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk  .  .  16 

Number  inspected  .  .  .  .  16 

Total  number  of  Inspections  .  .  .  21 

Number  with  defects  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  2 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  Nil 

Methods  of  Cleansing  Utensils: — 

1.  Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  .  1 

2.  Number  using  hot  water  .  .  .  15 

3.  Number  using  chemical  sterilisation  .  .  Nil 

In  general  the  conditions  in  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production 
were  satisfactory. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  .  .  6 


Delivery  is  made  in  churns  with  the  exception  of  graded  milk. 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Particulars  of  inspections  and  meat  condemned. 

The  only  meat  condemned  was  about  281bs.  of  imported  meat  which  had 
become  contaminated  by  the  bursting  of  an  abscess. 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  district. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with  under  Ministry  of  Food 


Private  Dwellings  Scheme  .  .  .  541 

Number  of  premises  known  to  be  cleared  .  .  7 


All  infestations  investigated  have  been  minor.  The  Council  is  not  the 
authority  for  the  purposes  of  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  and  complaints 
are  passed  on  to  the  proper  authority. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 

Number  dealt  with;— 1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs 

(b)  Other  vermin 


Nil 

Nil 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections.  Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 

and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actt  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

42 

48 

TOTAL  ... 

42 

48 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found.  Number  of 


Particulars. 

Referred 

which 

Found. 

Remedied.  1  To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecution 

Inspector. 

Inspector, 

were 

instituted. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

. _ 

--  ~ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

—  — 

_ 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

- — 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

: 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

2 

-  • 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defect- 

1 

ive 

1 

1  '  . — 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes  ..." 

1 

t 

TOTAL  ... 

3 

3  — 

— 

- — 
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WHITCHURCH  URBAN  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall. 

The  rainfall  as  recorded  at  Terms  Bank  for  the  year  1947  was  24.60  inches, 
as  compared  with  21.25  inches  for  the  year  1946. 

A  dry  spell  was  experienced  during  the  late  summer  and  the  total  rainfall 
for  the  three  months  ending  October  3 1st,  1947,  was  2.76  inches. 

Water  Consumption. 

The  total  water  consumption  for  the  year  amounted  to  87,584,000  gallons,  a 
daily  average  of  241,362  gallons.  This  shows  an  increase  of  11,266  gallons  per 
day  over  1946,  when  the  average  daily  consumption  was  230,096  gallons. 

During  the  hot  dry  month  of  August  the  average  daily  consumption  soared 


to  256,965  gallons. 

Supply  from  Public  Mains. 

Number  of  dwellings  supplied  from  water  mains: — 

Direct  to  the  houses  .  .  .  .  1744 

Number  of  Population,  approx.  .  .  .  6000 

Number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  .  .  126 

Approx,  population  .  .  .  .  440 

Houses  without  Mains  Supply. 


Houses  without  mains  supply  are  in  general  supplied  by  wells  or  bores.  No 
cases  of  pollution  or  shortage  have  been  discovered  during  the  year.  Some  of  the 
farms  and  cottages  are  so  isolated  that  it  would  be  impracticable  to  connect  them 
to  the  main  supply.  No  extensions  to  the  mains  have  taken  place  during  the  year. 
It  has  been  necessary  to  refuse  permission  for  connections  to  the  main  for  services 
other  than  domestic  consumers  owing  to  shortage  of  water  at  peak  periods. 

Existing  Water  Supply.  Sources. 

Water  i^  derived  from  the  following  sources  in  the  Fenns  Bank  area: — 

(a)  Wood  Supply — Consists  of  4  bores  approximately  3 6'  0"  deep  con¬ 
structed  in  1934  yielding  approximately  5,000  gallons  per  hour. 

(b)  Brickyard  Supply — 5  wells  with  boreholes  in  bottom  about  50  feet  deep. 
The  yield  is  about  3,000  to  4,000  gallons  per  hour,  but  water  has  high 
iron  content  and  the  delivery  and  suction  mains  require  frequent  attention 
to  maintain  this  yield  and  prevent  encrustation  of  the  pipes. 

(c)  Meadows  Supply — This  consists  of  4  wells  with  bores  in  bottom  yielding 
approximately  2,000  gallons  per  hour,  the  water  being  delivered  to  the 
main  pumping  station  by  gravity.  This  is  part  of  a  larger  system  in  the 
area,  that  part  on  the  Flintshire  side  of  the  Urban  District  boundary 
having  been  disused  for  some  years. 

(d)  Small  Bore — This  is  situated  near  to  the  main  pumping  station  and  is 
approximately  70  feet  deep  and  gives  a  yield  of  approximately  1,800 
gallons  per  hour. 

(e)  Large  Well. — This  is  situated  near  to  the  main  pumping  station  and 
appears  to  be  the  original  well  sunk  in  1883.  It  is  now  used  as  a  collecting 
well  to  receive  water  from  the  other  sources  before  being  pumped  through 
the  treatment  plant;  as  the  normal  working  level  of  the  water  is  higher  than 
the  rest  level  it  is  probable  that  this  well  contributes  nothing  to  the  water 
supply. 
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Treatment. 

All  water  from  Brickyard  and  Meadows  supply  is  received  in  the  large  well, 
treated  with  Sulphate  of  Alumina  and  then  pumped  through  filters  for  removal 
of  iron.  Water  thus  filtered  is  stored  in  an  open  brick  storage  tank  which  also 
receives  a  large  quantity  of  unfiltered  water  from  the  Woods  Supply  and  Small 
Bore. 

Water  from  the  filtered  water  storage  tank  is  pumped  as  required  to  a  covered 
service  reservoir  at  Pear  Tree  Lane,  being  previously  treated  with  gaseous  chlorine 
injected  by  an  automatic  apparatus  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Wallace  and  Tiernan, 
Ltd. 

It  has  been  found  that  the  chlorine  demand  of  the  mixed  water  fluctuates  very 
considerably,  probably  due  to  the  varying  quantities  taken  from  the  different 
sources  and  to  the  state  of  algae  growths  in  the  storage  tank.  Attempts  have  been 
made  to  reduce  the  chlorine  demand  by  the  frequent  cleansing  of  the  storage  tank 
and  treatment  with  copper  sulphate,  but  this  has  been  only  partially  successful 
and  it  is  necessary  to  vary  the  chlorine  dosage  from  time  to  time  to  obtain  a  suit¬ 
able  stable  residual. 

Proposed  New  Water  Simply. 

The  existing  plant  and  sources  are  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory,  and  the 
Council  have  commissioned  Messrs.  Willcox,  Raikes  and  Marshall  to  prepare  a 
scheme  for  a  new  supply.  A  report  has  been  received  on  a  scheme  based  on  a 
source  near  Overton  Scar  and  this  Council  have  been  representated  at  Conferences 
with  the  County  Council  and  contiguous  authorities  with  a  view  to  providing  any 
water  that  may  be  required  by  nearby  districts. 

The  whole  of  the  draft  scheme  has  been  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Health 
for  his  observations. 


Water  Samples  (Bacteriological). 


Date. 

Source. 

Treatment. 

B.Coli 

per 

100  mill. 

Result. 
Faecal  B. 
Coli  per 
100  mill. 

Bact. 

@ 

22°C. 

Bact. 

@ 

37°c- 

1/1/47 

Town  Mains 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

2 

7 

23/1/47 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

3 

T  1 

17/2/47 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

O 

15 

17/2/47 

Mixed  water 
Fenns  Bank 

Filter 

only. 

2 

0 

9 

104 

1 8/3/47 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

1 

4 

*8/3/47 

Mixed  water, 
Fenns  Bank. 

F  iltered 
only. 

40 

0 

uncount¬ 

able. 

23 

1/4/47 

Small  bore, 
Fenns  Bank. 

Untreated. 

180 

0 

do. 

uncount¬ 

able. 

t/4/47 

Mixed  water, 
Fenns  Bank. 

do. 

1 

0 

1 

3 

t/4/47 

Brickyard 

Supply. 

do. 

1 

0 

25 

140 

i/4/47 

Woods. 

do. 

0 

0 

0 

2 

t/4/47 

Meadows. 

do. 

0 

0 

98 

180 

t/4/47 

Mixed  water, 
Fenns  Bank. 

Filtered 

only. 

0 

0 

0 

2 

19/5/47 

Town  Supply. 

Chlorinated . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

19/6/47 

Town  Mains. 

Chlorinated. 

0 

0 

— 

- — 

16/7/47 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

— 

— 

*  3/8/47 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

— 

— 

18/9/47 

do. 

do. 

0 

0 

— 

— 

24/IO/47 

do. 

do. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2I/ii/47 

do. 

do. 

— 

— 

■ ' 
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WATER  SAMPLES  (Chemical). 


A  sample  from  the  town  mains  collected  on  16/6/47  was  reported  on  by  the 
Analyst  as  follows: — 

Appearance.  Very  faintly  opalescent. 
pH.  7.4 

Iron,  Copper  and  Lead 
Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia  .. 

Chlorides 
Nitrates 
Nitrites 
Sulphates 
Total  hardness 
Permanent  hardness 
Temporary  hardness 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°F 
Total  Solids 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  Council’s  swimming  bath  was  open  to  the  public,  schools  and  clubs  during 
the  summer.  This  bath  is  filled  from  the  town  mains  and  a  small  quantity  of  water 
drawn  from  a  nearby  well.  Part  of  the  water  is  drawn  from  the  bath  and  filtered 
and  returned  to  the  bath,  but  in  addition  to  this  it  has  been  found  necessary  to 
empty  and  refill  the  bath  approximately  once  a  week.  Even  so  the  water  rapidly 
becomes  discoloured  and  turbid — usually  an  olive  green  colour — and  this  discolour¬ 
ation  and  turbidity  were  present  even  during  weeks  when  the  bath  was  practically 
unused. 

Sterilization  is  effected  by  hand  dosage  of  solutions  containing  chlorine  and 
checked  by  frequent  tests  for  midual  chlorine. 

* 

A  sample  of  the  bath  water  collected  on  14/7/47  was  reported  as  containing 
0  B.Coli.  per  100  m.litres. 

The  two  slipper  baths  have  been  kept  open  on  Saturdays  during  the  winter 
months. 


Absent  „ 

0.02  p.p.  100,000 

0.004 

19.6 

Absent  „ 

Absent 

13.7 

28.5 

16.6 
11.9 
0.07 

70.4 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewer  during  the 

year  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  26 

Number  of  new  dwellings  connected  during  the  year  .  .  20 

Number  of  houses  having  private  arrangements  for  sewage 
disposal.  No  information  available. 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  plants.  No 
information  available. 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewerage  disposal 
plants.  No  information  available. 

Number  of  privies  in  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  .  .  4 

No  extensions  of  the  sewerage  system  have  been  made  during  the  year. 

Sewage  Disposal. 

At  present  the  system  of  sewage  disposal  consists  of  a  pair  of  small  sedimenta¬ 
tion  tanks  and  subsequent  land  treatment  on  approximately  50  acres  of  land. 
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The  tanks  are  too  small  and  lack  screening  apparatus  and  there  are  no  proper 
facilities  for  emptying  and  the  drying  of  sludge.  Until  September,  1947,  the  land 
was  let  to  a  farmer,  who  combined  the  duties  of  plant  management  and  farming. 
When  this  farmer  relinquished  the  tenancy  of  the  land  the  maintenance  of  the 
sewage  disposal  plant  was  taken  over  by  the  Council  and  although  a  considerable 
amount  of  repair  to  valves  and  manholes  have  been  carried  out  the  works  are 
still  unsatisfactory.  The  Council  have  instructed  their  Consulting  Engineers, 
Messrs.  Willcox,  Raikes  and  Marshall,  to  submit  a  report  on  the  existing  works 
and  a  proposed  new  scheme. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITY  HOUSING. 

Number  of  permanent  houses  completed  during  year  .  .  12 

Number  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year  ,  .  .  .  40 

Number  planned  for  1948 — Permanent  .  .  .  .  32 

Temporary  ..  ...  Nil 


Throughout  the  country  it  has  been  found  that,  owing  to  the  restricted  supply 
of  materials  and  labour,  houses  cannot  be  erected  at  the  rate  planned  by  local 
authorities  at  the  end  of  the  war.  These  conditions  exist  in  Whitchurch,  and  the 
number  of  houses  planned  for  1948  has  been  reduced  in  parity  with  the  Govern¬ 
ment  policy  of  restricting  contracts  for  house  building  to  the  number  of  houses 
which  can  be  completed  in  reasonable  time  to  avoid  dissipating  the  available 
sources  of  labour  and  material. 

Application  has  been  made  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  allocation  of 
temporary  houses,  but  the  Council  has  been  informed  that  the  temporary  housing 
programme  has  been  terminated. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Four  cases  of  infestation  of  bed  bugs  were  reported  and  satisfactorily  abated 
by  spraying  a  5%  solution  of  D.D.T.  in  kerosene.  No  cases  of  recurrence  was 
reported. 

% 

T?  i>  ■,  .J,  >  >  ;  >  i  . 

RATS  AND  MICE. 

A  survey  of  private  dwellings  under  The  Private  Dwellings  Scheme  was  carried 
out  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  according  to  their  report  infestations  of 
rats  and  mice  in  Whitchurch  are  small  in  number.  On  premises  which  evidence 
of  rats  were  found  one  treatment  was  carried  out  by  the  Ministry. 

Twelve  complaints  of  infestation  were  received  and  reported  to  the  War 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

House  and  trade  refuse  are  collected  weekly  by  direct  labour  by  means  of  a 
covered  motor  vehicle. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  The  tip  at  Wayland  Road,  which 
has  been  in  use  for  many  years,  was  filled  in  May,  1947,  and  a  new  tip  in  Black 
Park  Road  lasted  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  system  of  controlled  tipping  is  found  to  be  satisfactory,  but  it  is  con¬ 
sidered  an  important  factor  in  the  success  of  the  work  to  ensure  that  the  tip  is 
properly  fenced  off  and  locked  up  at  night  to  ensure  that  children  and  unauthorised 
pe  rsons  are  excluded.  A  rigid  system  of  permits  for  persons  who  wish  to  tip 
loads  of  refuse  there  is  necessary  to  ensure  that  this  material  is  properly  disposed 
of. 
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The  Council  have  a  contract  with  the  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee 
tor  the  destruction  of  rats,  it  was  observed  that  there  was  a  small  number  ol 
rats  at  the  Wayland  Road  tip  after  it  had  been  discontinued,  but  this  matter  was 
dealt  with  by  the  War  Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 

Refuse  tips  provide  excellent  focal  points  for  the  destruction  of  rats,  as  it  is 
usually  found  that  they  are  attracted  to  these  places  from  other  parts  of  the  district 
and  may  be  destroyed  by  prompt  treatment  before  breeding  can  take  place. 

One  complaint  of  flies  was  received  from  an  office  building  adjoining  the 
Black  Park  Road  tip  and  this  was  overcome  by  spraying  the  office  with  a  5% 
solution  of  D.D.T.  The  tip  surface  was  dressed  at  frequent  intervals  with  a  10% 
concentration  of  D.D.T.  in  powder  form. 

DUSTBINS. 

Number  of  informal  notices  to  supply  dustbins  .  .  ...  172 

Number  of  Notices  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health 

Act,  1936,  for  dustbins  .  .  .  .  .  .  77 

SALVAGE. 

Salvage  of  waste  paper  was  undertaken  and  approximately  60  tons  were 
collected  and  disposed  of  during  the  year.  Baling  was  carried  out  by  means  of  a 
mobile  agricultural  straw  baler.  Bottles,  scrap  iron  and  rags  were  also  salvaged. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  town  is  served  by  8  public  conveniences  (5  for  males  and  3  for  females) 
and  this  number  has  proved  adequate.  The  amount  of  wilful  damage  to  these 
premises  is  less  than  during  the  war  years  and  the  practice  of  locking  them  at 
nights  was  discontinued  during  the  year. 

PRIVATE  ENTERPRISE  HOUSING. 

Number  completed  during  the  year  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  in  course  of  erection  at  end  of  year  .  .  .  .  4 

The  issue  of  licences  for  the  erection  of  new  dwellings  was  suspended  by 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  171/46. 

HOUSING  INSPECTIONS  AND  REPAIRS. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  51 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  requiring  repairs  .  .  37 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  .  .  .  .  24 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  .  .  .  .  54 


(It  is  expected  that  many  more  cases  of  overcrowding  would  be  revealed  by  a 
complete  survey,  but  this  would  be  of  little  value  as  alternative  accommodation  is 
not  available). 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  the  year: — 

( 3 ).  Council  Houses  ...  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

(2).  Privately  Owned  ..  ..  ..  ..  10 

Number  of  persons  in  above: — 

(1) .  Council  Houses  ...  ..  ..  ...  39 

(2) .  Privately  Owned  .  .  .  .  .  .  68 

It  is  expected  that  other  cases  have  been  abated  by  the  overcrowded  families 
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themselves  by  moving  to  larger  accommodation  or  by  the  reduction  in  size  of 
family. 

No  special  action  is  taken  to  relieve  overcrowding  in  Council  Houses  in 
preference  to  privately  owned  houses,  as  it  is  felt  that  the  effects  of  overcrowding 
in  well  equipped  Council  Houses  is  not  as  severe  as  in  unsatisfactory  cottages 
lacking  amenities. 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  town  has  one  Common  Lodging  House.  During  the  year  the  owner  died 
and  the  new  owner  proved  to  be  very  neglectful  of  the  premises.  After  inspection 
had  been  carried  out  an  informal  notice  was  served  requesting  extensive  re¬ 
decoration  and  a  number  of  structural  repairs.  This  was  complied  with. 

Conditions  are  now  vastly  improved  and  a  system  of  regular  inspections 
ensures  that  this  improvement  is  maintained. 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  Bakehouses 
Number  of  Inspections 
Number  where  defects  found 
Number  where  defects  remedied 
Number  of  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants 
Number  Inspected 
Number  of  defects  found 
Number  of  defects  remedied 


10 

8 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938,  SECTION  13. 

Inspection  of  16  premises  have  been  carried  out  under  the  above  Act.  Defects 
were  found  in  three  premises  and  the  owners  in  each  case  notified.  Within  the 


specified  time  the  defects  were  remedied.  , 

Number  of  Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  .  ...  .  .  8 

Number  Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Number  where  defects  found  .  .  ...  .  .  .  1 

Number  where  defects  remedied  .  .  .  .  ...  1 

Number  of  Ice-Cream  manufacturers  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

(1)  Heat  Treated  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

(2)  Cold  Mix  ...  ..  ..  ..1 

Number  Inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  5 

Number  where  defects  found  .  .  ...  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  1 

Ice-Cream  Retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 


Comments  on  General  Conditions  of  above 

The  premises  of  both  retailers  and  manufacturers  have  been  found  to  be 
satisfactory  in  respect  of  equipment,  utensils  and  structure.  Persons  engaged  in 
.  the  manufacture  of  the  commodity  have  been  instructed  in  the  need  for  scrupulous 
cleanliness  and  they  appear  to  realise  the  importance  of  this. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 


Number  of  T.T.  Producers  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  4 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  .  .  .  18 

Number  which  complied  ..  ..  ..  ...  14 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  ...  .  .  2 

Number  which  complied  ..  ..  ..  ...  1 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  ..  ...  71 

Number  which  complied  ..  ..  ..  ...  62 

Number  of  Licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  .  .  .  .  0 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  ..  .  .  11 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  U.D.C.  ...  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  which  complied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Number  of  Licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  . .  .  .  2 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  .  ...  5 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  U.D.C.  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  which  complied  ..  ..  ..  ...  8 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER.  1926. 


Number  of  Producers  of  Undesignated  Milk  .  .  .  .  36 

Number  Inspected  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  10 

Total  Number  of  Inspections  ..  .  ...  16 

Number  with  defects  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  .  Nil 


Methods  of  Cleaning  Utensils. 

(1)  Number  using  Steam  \ 

(2)  Number  using  Hot  Water.  Information  not  available. 

(3)  Number  using  Chemicals.  ) 

General  Conditions  of  Farms  a?id  Method  of  Production. 

The  conditions  on  the  majority  of  the  farms  are  reasonably  good.  Several 
of  the  producers  are  hampered  by  the  inadequate  size  and  poor  condition  of  their 
premises,  which  are  old  and  often  adapted  from  stables  and  other  buildings.  Lack 
of  normal  maintenance  in  the  past  war  has  done  nothing  to  alleviate  these  short¬ 
comings. 

At  most  of  the  premises  milking  is  now  carried  out  by  machine.  The  milk 
is  then  taken  in  a  covered  can  to  the  cooler  and  hence  into  the  churn.  The 
type  of  churn  used  is  the  mushroom  lid  type.  Milk  producers  and  their  employees 
are  becoming  increasingly  aware  of  their  responsibilities  in  the  matter  of  clean 
milk  production.  They  realise  the  need  for  the  sterilisation  of  utensils;  the  need 
for  the  cleanliness  of  shippons  and  cooling  rooms;  the  need  for  the  washing  of 
flanks  and  udders  of  cows;  and  the  necessity  for  personal  cleanliness  on  the  part 
of  the  employees  themselves. 

Delivery. 

Milk  is  delivered  to  the  consumer  usually  in  bottles  or  cartons,  but  a  number 
of  retailers  still  deliver  milk  in  hand  cans. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

All  of  the  animals  slaughtered  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  were 
inspected  by  the  Council's  staff.  No  visit  by  inspectors  of  other  authorities  have 
been  made  during  the  year.  201  visits  were  made  to  the  slaughterhouse  and  the 
following  carcases  inspected: — 

Cows 

Other  Cattle 
Calves 
Sheep 
Pigs 

26  tons  of  meat  and  offal  were  condemned. 

The  slaughterhouse  is  small  for  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
facilities  for  inspection  are  unsatisfactory;  this  would  be  difficult  to  overcome  in 
view  of  present  day  shortages  of  material  and  labour.  The  staff  of  the  slaughter¬ 
house  do  their  best  to  overcome  the  unfavourable  circumstances  and  the 
slaughterhouse  has  been  well  kept  and  has  always  been  found  to  be  in  a  clean 
condition  during  the  year. 

Meat  is  distributed  in  closed  lorries  which  are  not  altogether  satisfactory  in 
that  they  have  no  facilities  for  hanging  the  meat,  which  has  to  be  laid  on  the 
floor.  Formerly  some  of  the  meat  for  local  shops  was  conveyed  on  open  horse- 
drawn  carts;  this  was  discontinued  during  the  year  after  the  matter  had  been 
taken  up  with  the  contractors  concerned. 


1044 

985 

5299 

84 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  WHITCHURCH, 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors)  . 


N  umber 
on 

Register. 

Number  of 

.  Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

48 

28 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

f  8 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
t  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

66 

28 

— 

— 
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ELLESMERE  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  Direct  to  houses  (1)  Ellesmere  Rural  (Dudleston  Heath)'  312 

(2)  Approximately  1200. 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  (1)  60. 

(2)  Approximately  240. 

Nature  of  supplies  to  remaining  houses: — Wells  and  Springs. 

Public  pumps  supply  approximately  200  persons  at  Cockshutt  and  Harmer 

Hill. 

An  electric  pump  replaced  the  Diesel  Engine  at  Harmer  Hill. 

The  private  supply  of  the  Bradford  Estate  extends  by  main  to  Great  Ness 
and  Little  Ness,  supplying  50  houses. 

The  remarks  made  in  last  year’s  report  on  water  supplies  in  the  district  are 
still  applicable. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers.  None. 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements  for  sewage  disposal: 
Many  inhabited  houses  have  their  own  systems  or  as  combined  drainage  systems. 
Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s.  2. 

New  work  carried  out  during  the  year  or  any  new  scheme  considered  or 
decided  upon  by  Council:— 

Improved  drainage  disposal  systems  to  Council  Houses  at  Eastwick  and 
Kinton  considered. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Housing  Survey  .  .  284 


Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  _ 

2.  Private  owned  houses  ...  ..  ..  ..  9 

Number  of  cases11  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ...  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  persons  therein:— 

1.  Council  Houses  14  Private  owned  houses  15 

Number  of  houses  repaired  (under  licence)  ...  ..  55 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year/ — 

Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Temporary  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..Nil 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year: — 

Council  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Private  ...  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1948  .  .  .  .  40 

1.  Permanent.  Council  ..  ..  ..  ..40 

•  2.  Temporary  ...  ..  ..  ..  ..  Nil 
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FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  bakehouses  ...  ..  ..  ..  7 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  inspected  ...  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

1.  Heat  Treated  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  1 

2.  Cold  Mix  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  — 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  inspected  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  1 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Comments  on  general  conditions  of  above: — Satisfactory. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  except  those  provided  for  hotels  and  inns, 
etc.  The  accommodation  provided  for  these  premises  is  sufficient. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  parishes  ...  ..  ..  ..  9 

Number  of  parishes  where  refuse  is  collected: — None. 

% 

NUISANCES. 

Number  dealt  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  ...  33 

Number  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  18 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

Number  of  T.T.  producers  ..  ..  ...  ..  28 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  .  .  87 

Number  which  complied  with  required  standard  .  .  70 

Number  of  accredited  producers  .  .  .  .  64 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  County  Council  ...  .  .  311 

Number  which  complied  with  required  standard  .  .  234 

Number  of  T.T.  retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Number  of  licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  .  .  Nil 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  producers  of  undesignated  milk 

Number  inspected 

Total  number  of  inspections 

Number  with  defects 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  . 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory 

Methods  of  Cleaning  Utensils: — 

1.  Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  . 

2.  Number  using  hot  water 
Number  using  chemical  sterilisation 
Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk 
Method  of  delivery: — By  churns  and  bottles. 


467 

18 

20 

9 

7 

Nil 

3 

15 

Nil 
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MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Occasional  visits  were  paid  to  one  emergency  slaughterhouse.  No  meat  was 
condemned. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with  under  Ministry  of  Food 

Private  Dwellings  scheme  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Number  of  premises  known  to  be  cleared  .  .  ...  3 

The  infestations  are  generally  dealt  with  by  the  Salop  County  Council  in 
collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  Of  171  premises 
visited  3  were  found  to  be  infested. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with: — 1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs  None. 

(b)  Other  vermin  2. 
2.  Persons.  None. 

Methods  used  for  (a)  Bugs  — 

(b)  Other  vermin: — Zaldicide  spray. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  ELLESMERE. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1  —INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

1  otices. 

Occupiers 
prosecuted . 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

33 

5 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

13 

6 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
f  (excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

7 

19 

_ 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

53 

30  • 

- — 

— 

2.—  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions 
they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  “cases.”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted. 

Particulars. 

Referred 

Found. 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

, _ 

— 

■ — 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

—  - 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

fective 

1 

1 

_ _ 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 
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OSWESTRY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  year  in  this  district  was  30.37  inches.  The 
following  are  the  Parishes  provided  with  a  public  water  supply. 


Selattyn 

No.  of  houses  supplied 
direct. 

107 

No.  of  houses 
by  stand-pipe. 

88 

Weston  Rhyn 

415 

39 

St.  Martins 

399 

12 

Whittington 

573 

18 

Oswestry  Rural  ... 

498 

I4 

Llanymynech 

*  *  *r» 

131 

11 

Llanyblodwel 

52 

3 

Total  2175 

Total  185 

The  remaining  parishes  are  supplied  by  private  undertakings,  wells  and 
streams. 

No  new  work  in  connection  with  water  supplies  was  carried  out  during  tthe 

year. 

The  position  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  various  parishes  is  as  stated  in  last 
year’s  report. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  number  of  houses  connected  to  the  Council's  sewers  is  1,300.  The  re¬ 
maining  houses  have  their  own  private  arrangements,  varying  from  small  plants 
such  as  is  used  for  the  Sweeney  Terraces  to  small  septic  tanks  and  cesspools.  A 
large  number  have  no  drainage  at  all.  During  the  year  14  water  closets  were 
installed,  the  majority  to  replace  privies  and  pail  closets. 

No  additional  trunk  sewers  have  been  laid  during  the  year. 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year.  48  traditional. 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1948: — - 

1 .  Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  66 

2.  Temporary  ..  ..  ...  ..  ..  Nil 


HOUSING  SURVEY. 

During  the  year  917  houses  have  been  inspected.  Quite  a  large  number  were 
found  to  require  first  aid  repairs  and  these  are  being  attended  to.  The  houses 
have  been  placed  in  four  categories.  No.  1  indicates  those  that  are  satisfactory 
in  all  respects.  No.  2  those  requiring  minor  repairs.  No.  3  those  requiring  re- 
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conditioning.  No.  4  those  requiring  demolition.  The  following  is  the  number 
placed  in  the  respective  category: — 


PARISH. 

CATEGORY. 

TOTAL. 

i 

2 

3 

4 

No.  of 
cases  of 

over¬ 

crowding. 

WHITT  IN  GT  ON 

...  6 

11 

16 

3 

36 

— 

OSWESTRY  RURAL 

...  14 

25 

69 

19 

127 

6 

KNOCKIN 

5 

W 

— 

22 

— — 

MELVERLEY 

.  .  .  - 

5 

15 

6 

26 

1 

KINNERLEY 

...  12 

68 

1 0 1. 

23 

204 

9 

RU  YTON-XI-TOWN  S 

..;  6 

43 

102 

3i 

182 

11 

WEST  FELTON 

...  12 

40 

84 

22 

158 

8 

SYCHTYN 

1 

16 

4 

21 

— 

LLANYBLODWEL 

...  8 

23 

24 

17 

72 

2 

WESTON  RHYN 

...  8 

14 

3 

3 

28 

— 

ST.  MARTINS  ... 

.  .  .  - 

1 

9 

1 

1 1 

— 

SELATTYN 

•••  5 

8 

17 

— 

3° 

— 

TOTALS 

...  72 

243 

473 

129 

917 

37 

The  total  number  of  privately  owned  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded  was 

101. 


A  large  number  of  Council  Houses  are  known  to  be  overcrowded  but  a  true 
record  has  not  yet  been  compiled. 


FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

No.  of  Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  .  .  11 

No.  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

No.  where  defects  were  found  ...  .  .  .  .  3 

The  defects  included  two  without  Sanitary  accommodation  and  one  dirty 
premises.  The  dirty  premises  have  now  been  cleansed.  One  has  been  provided 
with  new  Sanitary  accommodation.  The  third  premises  require  certain  alterations 
other  than  Sanitary  accommodation  and  the  owner’s  Architect  has  been  negoti¬ 
ating  with  the  Ministry  of  Works  with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  Building  Licence  in 
order  that  the  whole  of  the  work  can  be  carried  out. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS. 

There  are  three  such  premises  in  the  district  and  these  were  found  to  be 
conducted  in  a  proper  manner. 


CAFES  AND  RESTAURANTS. 

There  are  18  cafes  and  restaurants  in  the  district  and  9  of  these  have  been 
inspected.  One  was  found  to  have  a  W.C.  and  bathroom  entered  from  the  room 
where  the  food  was  prepared.  A  new  kitchen  is  proposed,  and  the  owner’s 
architect  has  applied  to  the  Ministry  of  Works  for  a  building  licence.  When  this 
work  has  been  carried  out  there  will  be  no  communication  between  kitchen  and 
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bathroom.  A  second  premises  called  for  attention  so  far  as  drainage  was  con¬ 
cerned.  A  notice  was  served  on  the  owner  and  the  work  carried  out  satisfactorily. 
The  remaining  places  gave  no  cause  for  complaint. 


ICE-CREAM  PREMISES. 

There  is  only  one  registered  retailer  in  the  district  and  he  purchases  his  ice¬ 
cream  in  bulk  from  a  reputable  firm.  There  has  been  no  cause  for  complaint  re¬ 
garding  his  premises  or  the  ice-cream.  There  are  a  number  of  itinerant  vendors 
who  frequently  visit  the  district  who  are  registered  by  their  respective  Local 
Authorities. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES, 

There  are  no  public  conveniences  in  the  district  at  present.  So  far  as  men 
are  concerned  they  invariably  use  those  provided  at  licensed  houses,  especially 
those  which  are  easily  accessible  from  the  highway,  and  this  is  usually  the  case. 
Although  these  conveniences  are  strictly  provided  for  patrons,  most  licensees  turn 
a  blind  eye  to  them,  a  good  point  which  is  not  always  appreciated  by  the  public. 

Women  are  not  catered  for  in  the  same  manner,  as  more  often  than  not 
conveniences  for  this  sex  are  usually  placed  in  more  inconspicouous  sites  than 
those  for  men.  I  think  perhaps  a  ladies’  convenience  situated  in  Gobowen  some¬ 
where  in  the  vicinity  of  the  station  and  main  bus  stop  would  be  an  advantage. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Total  number  of  Parishes  ...  ..  ..  ..  13 

Seven  parishes  enjoy  the  refuse  collection  service,  the  population  of  the 
remaining  six  dispose  of  the  refuse  in  the  best  manner  they  can.  This  obviously 
leads  to  unsightly  tips  scattered  about  in  those  parishes,  and  the  fact  that  such 
tips  are  not  under  control  may  give  rise  to  rat  infestation  which  may  prove  a 
potential  menace  to  public  health.  The  time  is  long  overdue  when  the  service 
should  be  extended  to  all  parishes. 

The  collection  is  by  direct  labour  and  proper  collection  vehicles  are  used. 
The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  tipping  into  ponds,  disused  quarries,  etc.,  and  by  doing 
this  large  areas  of  what  was  derelict  land  has  been  brought  into  use  for  agricultural 
purposes. 

There  have  been  no  serious  infestations  of  any  kind  at  the  tips.  One  is  under 
contract  by  the  County  Council  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and  is  kept  well  under 
control.  One  tip  was  infested  with  crickets,  but  these  were  exterminated  with  a 
tip  dressing  and  no  further  trouble  encountered. 


NUISANCES. 

During  the  year  108  nuisances  were  dealt  with  by  the  serving  of  informal 
notices.  Of  these  74  were  complied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Four  Statutory 
Notices  were  served  and  complied  with  without  any  further  action  being  taken. 
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MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 


Number  of  T.T.  Producers  ...  ..  ..  ..  57 

Number  of  Samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  263 

Number  which  complied  ..  ..  ..  ...  199 

Number  of  Accredited  Producers  .  .  .  .  .  .  33 

Number  of  Samples  taken  ..  ...  ..  ..172 

Number  which  complied  .  .  .  .  .  .  140 


Two  premises  are  licensed  to  Pasteurise  milk  and  from  these  4  samples  were 
taken,  of  which  3  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests.  One  supplementary  licence  was 
granted  to  retail  pasteurised  milk.  Three  samples  were  taken  and  they  satisfied 
the  prescribed  tests. 

There  are  on  the  register  610  producers  of  undesignated  milk.  56  inspections 
were  made  and  25  notices  served  for  cleanliness  and  defects. 

All  the  undesignated  producers  inspected  use  hot  water  for  the  cleansing  of 
vessels  in  conjunction  with  an  approved  chemical.  The  greatest  bulk  of  the  milk 
is  sold  to  Kraft  Dairies  and  frequent  visits  are  made  to  the  dairies  and  a  check 
made  on  the  keeping  qualities  of  the  milk.  As  it  is  humanly  impossible  for  one 
inspector  to  visit  every  cowshed  and  dairy  in  the  district,  the  only  method  that  can 
be  adopted  is  to  visit  those  farms  where  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  is  poor. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  the  following  animals  were  inspected: — 

Graded. 

384  beasts. 

2442  sheep. 

937  calves. 

12  pigs. 

Casualties. 

49  beasts. 

99  sheep. 

74  calves. 

18  pigs. 

Number  of  animals  and  organs  condemned  during  the  year: — 


BOVINES. 


Whole  Beasts. 

Part  Carcases. 

Lungs.  Livers. 

Part  Livers.  Head 

&  Tongue 

21 

229lbs. 

66  60 

116 

27 

/ 

CALVES. 

Calves. 

Part  Carcases. 

Livers. 

12 

461bs. 

4 

PIGS. 

Pigs. 

Part  Carcases. 

Plucks. 

1 

I33lbs. 

6 

SHEEP. 

Sheep. 

Part  Carcases. 

Livers.  Part 

Livers.  Complete 

Plucks. 

13 

i81bs. 

63 

1  7 

70 


Other  foods  condemned  were  as  follows: — 
42 j  lbs.  of  Lentils. 

14  tins  of  evaporated  milk. 

1  tin  of  salmon. 

2  tins  of  meat  paste. 

1  tin  of  lemon  curd. 

13ilbs.  of  soft  cheese. 

251bs.  of  bacon. 

24  tins  of  peas. 

2001bs.  of  prunes. 

181bs.  of  sieved  apples. 

84-lbs.  of  macaroni. 

1 7 Jibs,  of  Antelope  powder. 

1  tin  of  tomato  puree. 

4  cwts.  of  potatoes. 

1641bs.  of  corned  beef. 

2  jars  of  pickles. 

771  bs.  of  frying  fat. 

2,4361bs.  of  smoked  white  fillets. 
18|lbs.  of  butter. 

351bs.  of  porridge  oats. 

2Jlbs.  of  ground  rice. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

33  premises  were  dealt  with  under  the  Ministry  of  Food  private  dwelling 
scheme  for  the  extermination  of  rats  and  mice.  The  County  dealt  with  the 
premises  and  where  infestation  re-occurred  the  County  Council’s  attention  was 
drawn  to  the  matter  and  follow-up  treatment  given.  So  far  as  the  non-agricultural 
part  of  the  district  is  concerned,  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  major  infestations. 
The  agricultural  premises  have  been  visited  by  the  County  Council,  who  are  the 
Authority  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

The  sewers  were  test  baited  during  the  year  and  we  were  fortunate  in  having 
no  takes  at  all. 

There  have  been  no  serious  infestations  at  the  refuse  tips.  One  which  has 
given  minor  trouble  is  contracted  for  by  the  County  Council. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Six  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bugs.  In  all  cases  the  premises 
were  treated  with  a  5%  D.D.T.  insecticide  and  the  premises  cleared. 

One  house  was  troubled  with  lice,  and  the  infestation  arose  through  a  girl 
being  employed  as  a  maid  who  had  head  lice.  The  premises  were  gassed  with 
fumoids  and  cleared.  No  further  trouble  arose.  The  girl  was  taken  m  hand  by 
the  district  nurse  and  given  treatment.  Her  head  was  deloused  and  she  was  kept 
under  observation  for  some  time.  She  is  now  free  from  trouble. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  OSWESTRY. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Premises. 

Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

rotices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

19 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 
Order,  1938! 

34 

14 

6 

(b)  Others 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Act!  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

53 

14 

6 

— 

2 . — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in 

which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 
cases  in' 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector. 

>rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

, 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

— 

* - 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

6 

1 

— 

3 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 

1 

f 

Homework) 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

8 

2 

— 

4 

— 

No.  of  Outworkers  (Wearing  Apparel)  9. 
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WEM  RURAL  DISTRICT 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


HOUSING. 

Number  of  houses  in  process  of  erection  at  end  of  year.  76  Council  Houses, 
and  2  Private  Enterprise. 

Number  of  houses  planned  for  1948: — 

1.  Permanent.  76  in  course  of  erection. 

2.  Temporary.  None. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

Rainfall.  No  records  taken. 

Consumption.  None  recorded. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

2.  Number  of  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains: — 

(a)  direct  to  houses  (1)  117  houses. 

(2)  348  persons. 

(b)  by  means  of  standpipes  (1)  46  houses. 

(2)  198  persons. 

Nature  of  supply  to  remaining  houses.  Wells  and  boreholes. 

No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year. 

The  position  of  the  water  supplies  in  the  district  is  the  same  as  reported  last 

year. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  public  sewers  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  having  their  own  private  arrangements 

for  sewage  disposal  .  .  .  .  .  .  97 

Number  of  satisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  ...  97 

Number  of  unsatisfactory  private  sewage  disposal  works  Nil 
Number  of  privies  or  earth  closets  converted  to  W.C.’s  .  .  10 

No  new  work  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  or  any  new  scheme  considered 
or  decided  upon  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING. 


Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  5  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ..  ...  ..  ..1  18 

Number  of  houses  fit  for  habitation  .  .  .  .  107 

Number  requiring  minor  repairs  ..  ..  ...  25 

Number  where  repairs  have  been  carried  out  .  .  .  .  94 

Number  of  houses  requiring  major  repairs  or  structural 

alterations  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  6 

Number  where  repairs  or  alterations  have  been  carried  out  25 

Number  of  houses  requiring  reconditioning  .  .  .  .  8 

Number  reconditioned  .  .  ...  .  .  .  .  5 

Number  of  houses  that  should  be  demolished  .  .  .  .  15 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  overcrowded: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 
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Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved: — 

1.  Council  Houses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

2.  Privately  owned  houses  ...  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Number  of  houses  completed  during  the  year: — 

1.  Permanent  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  16 

2.  Temporary  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  Nil 

FOOD  PREPARING  PLACES. 

Number  of  bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ..  ..  ..  30 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants  .  .  ...  1 

Number  of  Fried  Fish  Shops  and  Restaurants  inspected  .  .  1 

Number  of  defects  found  ..  ..  ...  ..  Nil 

Number  of  defects  remedied  .  .  ...  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  cafes  and  restaurants  .  .  .  .  .  .  26 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  .  .  120 

Number  where  defects  were  found  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  remedied  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Number  of  ice-cream  manufacturers  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  Nil 

Comments  on  sufficiency  and  general  condition  .  .  .  .  Nil 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  Nil 

Comments  on  conditions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Number  of  parishes  ..  ..  ...  ..  13 

Number  of  parishes  where  refuse  is  collected  .  .  .  .  Nil 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 


Number 

of  T.T.  Producers 

43 

Number  of  T.T.  Retailers 

1 

Number 

of  samples  taken 

171 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number 

which  complied 

143 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number 

of  accredited  producers 

96 

Number  of  accredited  retailers 

Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken 

432 

Number  of  samples  taken 

Nil 

Number 

which  complied 

317 

Number  which  complied 

Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  Pasteurise  Milk  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  which  complied  ...  ..  ..  ..Nil 

Number  of  licences  to  retail  Pasteurised  Milk  ..  ..  Nil 

Number  of  samples  taken  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  which  complied  ...  ..  ..  ..  Nil 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 


Number  of  producers  of  uudesignated  milk  .  .  .  .  493 

N  umber  inspected  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ...  290 

Total  number  of  inspections  .  .  .  .  ...  300 

Number  with  defects  ..  ..  ..  ...  40 

Number  where  defects  were  remedied  .  .  40 

Number  where  water  supply  was  unsatisfactory  .  .  Nil 


Methods  of  Cleaning  Utensils: — 

1.  Number  using  steam  sterilisation  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

2.  Number  using  hot  water  .  .  .  .  ...  .  .  490 

3.  Number  using  chemical  sterilisation  .  .  .  .  Nil 

In  general  the  conditions  of  the  cowsheds  and  the  methods  of  production 
were  satisfactory.  Owing  to  shortage  of  labour  and  materials,  difficulty  has  been 
found  in  keeping  the  cowsheds  in  a  reasonable  state  of  cleanliness.  Whitening, 
which  has  been  neglected,  would  help  to  remedy  the  defects. 

Number  of  retailers  of  undesignated  milk  .  .  .  .  12 

Comments  on  methods  of  delivery,  viz.,  by  churns  or  bottles.  Satisfactory. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Particulars-  of  inspections  and  meat  condemned.  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughter¬ 
house,  Whitchurch. 

Comments  on  general  conditions  at  slaughterhouse.  Very  satisfactory. 


RATS  AND  MICE. 

Number  of  premises  dealt  with  under  Ministry  of  Food 

Private  Dwellings  Scheme  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Number  of  premises  known  to  be  cleared  ...  .  .  Nil 

Comments  on  degree  of  rat  infestation  and  effects  of  measures  in  recent  years 
to  eradicate  them.  County  Council  Scheme. 


VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  PERSONS. 

Number  dealt  with:— 1.  Premises  (a)  Bugs.  5. 

(b)  Other  Vermin.  8. 

Number  dealt  with: — 2.  Persons.  Nil. 

Methods  used  for  (a)  Bugs.  Spraying  with  disinfectants. 

(b)  Other  Vermin.  Rodine  supplied  on  request. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  WEM. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made 
by  Sanitary  Inspectors) . 


Number 

on 

Register. 

Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

j 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 

Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7  applies 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  (Transfer  of  Enforcement) 

5« 

- 

205 

1 

. 

Order,  1938$ 

_ 

_ 

— 

(b)  Others 

_ 

_ _ 

.  -  • 

_ 

(iii)  Other  Premises  under  the  Actf  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’  premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

50 

205 

1 

— 

2  — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 

Number  of 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted . 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 

To  H.M.  j  By  H.M. 
Inspector.  Inspector. 

1 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.i)  ... 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable  temper- 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

ature  (S.3) 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

(a)  insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

— 

- - 

- - 

— 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 
Other  offences  (not  includ¬ 
ing  offences  relating  to 

1 

I 

_ 

1 

Homework) 

— 

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ...' 

i 

I 

— 

1 

— 

76 


